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Search the Scriptures, (or, ye ſearch the Scriptures) for in them 


think ye have eternal Life, and they are they which teſtify of me, 
that ye might have Life. John v. 39. 
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8 INCE frſt that great apoſtacy took place 
in the hearts and heads of thoſe who began, 


even in the apoſtles days, to depart from the 
ſimplicity and purity of the goſpel, as it was 


then delivered in its primitive ſplendor and 
integrity, innumerable have been the manifold 
inventions and traditions, the different and 


various notions and opinions, wherewith man, 
ey giving way to the vain and airy imagina- 


tions of his own unſtable mind, hath burthen- 
ed the Chriſtian faith : ſo that indeed, firſt 
by adding theſe things, aud afterwards by 
equalling them, if not exalting them above the 
TxruTH,. they have at laſt come to be ſubſti- 
tute in the ſtead of it; ſo that in proceſs 
of time Turn came to be ſhut out of doors, 
and another thing placed in the room thereof, 
having a ſhew and name, but wanting the ſub- 


ſtance and thing itſelf. Nevertheleſs, it pleaſed 


God to raiſe up witneſſes for himſelf almoſt in 
N A 2 every 
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every age and generation, who, according to 
the diſcoveries they received, bore ſome teſti- 
mony, leſs or more, againſt the ſuperſtition and 
apoftacy of the time; and in ſpecial manner 
through the appearing of that light which firſt 
broke forth in Germany, a one hundred 
and fifty years ago, and afterwards reached 
divers other nations, the beaſt received a dead- 
ly wound; and a very great number did at 
one time proteſt againſt, and reſcind from the 
church of Rome, in divers of their moſt gr 4 | 
and ſenſual docirines, and ſuperſtitious tra 
tions : but, alas | it is for matter of lamen- 
tation, that the ſucceſſors of theſe Proteſtants 
are eſtabliſhing and building up in themſelves 
that which their fathers were pulling down, 
W of proſecuting and going on with ſo 
good and honourable a work, which will eafi 5 
appear. 

hs he generality of all Progeſtants, though in 
many other things miſerably Tent and ſhattered 
among them ſelves, do agree in dividing from 
the church of Rome in theſe two particulars : 

Firſt, That every principle and doctrine 
of the Chriſtian faith is, and ought to 
be, founded upon the ſcripture ; and that 
whatſoever principles-and doctrines are not 
only not contrary, but even not accord- 
ing thereto, ought to be denied as anti- 
chriſtian. 

Secondly, That the ſcriptures themſelves 
are plain and eaſy to be underſtood ; þ © | 

at 
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|, that every private Chriſtian and member 
of the church ought to read and peruſe | 
them, that they may know their faith and 
belief founded upon them, and receive | 
them for that _ alone, and not becauſe | 
any church or aſſembly has compounded. | 
| and recommended them; the choiceſt and | 
moſt pure of which they are obliged to 
N look upon as fallible. 1 
New, contrary to this their known and at- 
| Kknowledged principle, they do moſt vigorouſly 
proſecute and perſecute others with the like 
ſeverity the Papiſts did their fathers, for be- 
lieving things that are. plainly ſet down in 
the ſcriptures, and for not believing divers 
principles, for which themſelves are forced ta. 
recur to tradition, and can by no means prove 
from ſcripture : to ſhew which I ſhall not 
here inſiſt, having allotted a chapter for it in 
. the book itſelf , becauſe to put it here, would 
ſwell it beyond the bounds of @ preface. | 
Oh ! how like do they ſhew themfeloes, I 
mention it with regret, to the ſcribes and 
Phariſees of old, who, of all men, moſt cried 
up and exalted Moſes and the Prophets, boaſt 
ing greatly of their being Abraham's children ? 
And yet thoſe are they that were the greateſt 
oppoſers and vilifiers of Chriſt, to whom Moſes 
and all the prophets gave witneſs , yea, thei 
chief accuſations and exceptions againſt Chriſt, 
were, as being a breaker of the law, and 4 
blaſphemer. W 
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Can there any compariſon run more parallel; 
ſeeing there is now found a people, who are 
greatly perſecuted, and bitterly reviled, and 
accuſed as hereticks, by a generation that cry 
up and exalt the ſcriptures * And yet theſe 


by word ; though the moſt grievous, and in- 
deed the greateſt calumny caſt upon them is, 
that they vilify and deny the ſcriptures, and 
ſet up their own imaginations inſtead of them. 
To diſprove which, this catechiſm and con- 
fon of faith is compiled, and preſented to 
3 and impartial view. If thou loveſt 
ſeripture indeed, and defireſt to hold the 
Plain doftrines there delivered, and not thoſe 
 firained and far - fetched conſequences, which 
men bave invented, thou ſhalt eafily obſerve 


, © kers, plainly couched in ſcripture words, with- 
out addition or commentary ; eſpecially in thoſe 
things their adverſaries oppoſe them in, where 
the ſcripture plainly decideth the controverſy 
them, without niceties and ſchool-diſtinc- 
tions, which have been the wiſdaom by which 
the world hath not known God; and the words 
hich have been multipled without knowledge, 
by which counſel hath been darkened. 

In the anfwers to the queſtions, there is not 
one word, that I know of, placed, but the 
expreſs words of ſcriplure : and if in ſome 
of the queſtions there be ſomewhat ſubfumed, 
of what in my judgment is ihe plain _ 


People's principles are found in ſcripture, word 


be whole principles of the people called Qua- 
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naked import of the words, it is not to impoſe 
my ſenſe upon the reader, but to make way 
for the next queſtions, for the dependance of | 
the malter's ſake. | 

J ſhall leave it to the reaſon of any under- | 
ſtanding and judicious man, who is not biaſſed Y 
by ſelf-intereſt, that great enemy io true equity, 
and who in the leaſt uy is willing to give | 
way to the light of Chriſt in his conſcience, 
if the ſcriptures do not pertinently and aptly 
anſwer to the queſtions * 

As I have upon ſerious grounds ſeparated 
from moſt of the confeſſions and catechiſms 
heretofore publiſhed ; ſo not without cauſe, I 
now have taken another method. They uſually 
place their confeſſion of faith before the cate- 

_ chiſm: I judge it ought ta be otherwiſe, in 
F regard that which is eaſieſt, and is compoſed 
| for children, or oe as are weak, ought in 
my judgment to be placed firſt ; it being moſt 
regular to begin with things that are eaſy and 
| familiar, and lead on to things that are more 
4 hard and intricate. Beſides, that things be 
2 more largely opened in the catechiſm, and di- 
vers objections anſwered, which are propoſed 
in the queſtions, the reader having paſſed 
* through that firſt, will more perfeftly under- 
|. ſtand the confeſſion, which conſiſteth mainly in 
| Poſitive aſſertions. 
| Not long after I had received and believed 
| ' the teſtimony I now bear, I had in view 
both the poſſibility and facility of ſuch a _—_ 
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and now after a more large and perfect ac- 
quaintance with the holy ſcriptures, I found 
acceſs to allow ſome time to ſet about it, and 
have alſo been helped to accomphſh the ſame. 

I doubt not but it might be enlarged by di- 
vers tations, which are here omitted, as not 
being at preſent brought to my remembrance ; 
yet I find cauſe to be contented, in that God 
hath ſo far aſſiſted me in this work by his 
Spirit, that good remembrancer; the manifeſt= 
ation of which, as it is minded, will help ſuch 
as ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly read this, to find 
out and cleave to the TruTH, and alſo eſtas 
bliſh and confirm thoſe who have already be- 
heved : which of all things is moſt earneſtly 
defired, and daily prayed for, 


By ROBERT BakcLay, 


A Servant of the Church of Chriſt. 
7 AP 59 
From Urie, the Place of 
my Being, in my native 
County of Scotland, the 
11th of the Sixth Month 
1673. | 
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C H AP. I. 


Of G OD, and the true and faving & know: | 
ledge of him. 


Queſt. OEeing it is a thing unqueſtioned by 
all forts of Chriſtians, that the _ 
height 5 happineſs conf, et ju in 

coming to know and enjoy. eternal life: F 

is it in the ſenſe and judgment of C 

A. This is life eternal, that che mitt Joh. 155 
know thee the only true God, and Na 1. 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 

2. How doth God reveal this knowledge. IE 
| A. For God, who commanded the light * 
: to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in BR 
our hearts, to give the light of the know- 

1 ledge of the glory of 9 in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
ö Q. How many. gods « are t ? 
p A. One God. | 
We know that an idol i is nothing in che 6 
world, and that there is none other God . xCor va 
but one. But to us there is but one God. 
Q. What is God? 
A. God is a ſpirit. John 4. 


| IC B : Q. Among 2. 


E ph. 4» 


| 1 
Q. Among all the bleſſed, gloricus, and 
divine excellencies of God, which are aſcribed 
and given to him in the ſcriptures , what is 
that which is moſt needful for us to take notice 
of, as being the meſſage which the apoſtles re- 
corded in ſpecial manner to declare of him now 


under the goſpel ? 
1 Jok. 1. A. This then is the meſſage which we have 
5 eard of him, and declare unto you, that 


God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all. 
Q. What are they . that bear record 1 in 
heaven? 


Ch. 5. 7. A. There are three that bear Wes in 


heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt; and theſe three are one. 
. How cometh any man. to know God the 
| Father, according to Chriſt's words ? 
Luk. 10. . All things are delivered to me of 
22- my Father, and no man knows who the 


8 Son is, but the Father, and who the Father 


is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son | 


will reveal him. 
Joh. 4: | © Jeſus ſaith unto him, I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me. 
Q. By whom, and after what manner, doth 
© the Son reveal this knowledge ? | 
n. A. But as it is written, Eye hath not 
9, 10,11, ſcen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him; 
but ou hath revealed them unto us by his 
ſpirit : 


wy —_— 


WW 
ſpirit : For the ſpirit ſearcheth all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, fave 
the ſpirit of a man which is in him? Even 
ſo the things of God knoweth no man, but 
| theſpirit of God. Now, we have received, 
not the ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit 
# which is of God, that we might know the 
things that are freely given to us of God. 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Jehn 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in. my * 
name; he: ſhall teach you all things, and 
bring all things to your remembrance, &c.. 


e H A P. II. 


of the Rule and Guide of Chriſtians, and 
of the Scriptures. 


elt. Eeing it is by the ſpirit, that Chrift 
00 9 Nog the ft of God in 
| 7 JR ſpiritual ; is it by: the ſpirit that we 
| muſt be led under the goſpel ? 
A4. But ye are not in the fleſh, but In "oo 
| the ſpirit, if fo be that the ſpirit of God ” 
dwell in you. Now, if any man have not 
; the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his. For 
9 many as are led by the ſpirit of God, 
| they are the ſons of God, 

Q. J it an inward principle then, that is 
to be the guide and rule of Chriſtians ? 

A. But the anointing, which ye have re- 1 
ceived of him, abideth 1 in you; and ye need 


2 not 


141 


not any man teach you, but as the ſame 
anointing teacheth you all things, and 
is truth, and is no lie; and even as it hath 
taught you, ye ſhall abide | in him. 
1 Thefl. But as touching brotherly-love, ye need 
+9 not that I write unto you; for ye yourſelves 
are taught of God to love one another. 
. I perceive by this, that it is by an in- 
ward anointing and rule that Chriſtians are 
to be taught : is this the very tenour of the 
new covenant diſpenſation 4 | 
Heb. 2. A. For this is the covenant that I will 
* WE) with the houſe of Iſrael; after thoſe. 
days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws 
into their mind, and write them in their 


Ver. 11. hearts: and I will be to them a God, and 


they ſhall be to me a people. And they 
ſhall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his brother, ſaying, Know 
the Lord; for all ſhall know me, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt. 


Johns. And they ſhall be all taught of God. 


— Q. Did Chrif then promiſe, that the ſpirit 
Gould both abide with his di iſciples, and be in 
them ? 

John A. And I will pray the Father, and he 

14. 16, ſhall give you another comforter, that he 

7 may abide with you for ever, even the ſpirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
becauſe it ſeeth him not, neither knoweth 
him : but ye know him; for he dwells 
with you, and ſhall be in you. | 

Q. For 


L454); 

Q. For what. end were the ſcriptures 
written? 

A. For whatſoever things were Written Rom. 
aforetime, were written for our learning, 5 
that we through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope. 

Q. For what are they profitable * 2. 

A. Thou haſt known the holy ſcrip- 2 . 
tures, which are able to make thee wiſe — 2 
unto falvation, through faith which 1s in ; 
Chriſt Jeſus. ' All ſcripture is given by 
inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
niſned unto all good works. 


Q. MI berein conſſſts the excellency of the 
ſcriptures ? 

A. Knowing this firſt, that no prophecy — Pn. 
of the ſcriptures is of any private interpre- 20, 21. 
tation. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man, but holy men 
of God ſpake as they were moyed by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. The ſcriptures are then to be err 
becauſe they came from the ſpirit, and they 
alſo teſtify, that not they, but the ſpirit, is to 
lead into all truth : in what reſpet# doth 
Chriſt command to ſearch them ?, ++ | 

A. Search the ſcriptures, for in them ye John 5 
think ye have eternal life, and bed are 39- 
they which teltify of me, 
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Q. 1 perceive there was a generation of 
old, that greatly exalted the ſcriptures, and 
yet would not believe, nor conie to be guided 
i} by that the ſcriptures directed to: how doth 
ix Chrift beſpeak fuch ? \ . 
Jona 3. A. Do not think that I will accuſe you 
45, 46, to the Father; there is one that accuſeth 
„ vyou, even Moſes, in whom ye truſt. For 
had ye believed Moſes, ye would have be- 
1 heyed me; for he wrote of me. But if ye 
U believe not his writings, how ſhall ye be- 
lieve my words ? | 
Q. What ought ſuch then to be accounted 
of, notwithſtanding of their pretences of being 
ruled bythe ſcriptures ? 9 25 | 
2Pet.3, A, In which are ſome things hard to be 
30. underſtood, which they that are unlearned 
and unſtable, wreſt, as they do alſo the other 

{criptures, unto their own deſtruction. 


a, 


\ 


GH A P. II. 


Of Jzsvs Curisr being manifeſt in the 
- Fleſh; the Uſe and End of it. 


Queſt. ' HAT are the ſcriptures which 
4 do moſt obſervably propheſy of 
Chriſfs appearance? NW 
best. A. The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
l 38. 25+ thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of 
Fl thy brethren, like unto me, unto him ye 
1 ſhall hearken, Fre "0% SID 


Therefore. | 


1 

Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall give 16. 7. 
you a ſign: Behold a virgin ſhall conceive “ 
and bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name 
Immanuel. 

f Q. Was not Jeſus Chriſt i in being, before be 

' appeared in the fiſh? What clear ſcriptures 

prove this, again fuch as erroneouſly aſſert 
the contrary ? 

A. But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, Mic. 5. 
though thou be little among the thouſands ** 
of Judah, yet out of thee hall he come 
forth. unto me, that is to be ruler in Iſrael, 
whoſe goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlaſting. 

In the beginning was the word, and the John 1. 
word was with God, and the word was 
God ; the ſame was in the beginning with 
God : all things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 

Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily, I 

| ſay unto you, before Abraham was, I am. 

And now, O Father, glorify thou me Jb» 

with thine own ſelf, with the lory which 

I had with thee before the world was. 

5 And to make all men ſee what is the Erb. 3. 

| fellowſhip of the myſtery, which from the * 
beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jeſus 
Chriſty 

For by him were all things created that Col. 2. 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 225 

FNC. and 


Li. 1 

and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers; 
all things were created by him, and for 
him. 

Heb. 1. God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto 
© 0k by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
Heir of all things, by whom alſo he made 
the world. 


Q. Theſe are very clear, that even the 
world was created by Chriſt : but what ſcrip- 


zures prove the divinity of Chriſt, againſt ſuch 
as falſly deny the ſame ? 
Johnz: AH. And the word was. God. 
Rom. 9. Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom, as 
5. concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, who 1s 
over all, God bleſſed for ever. Amen. 
Phit.z. Who being in the form of God, thought 
tit no robbery to be equal with God. 
. And we know that the Son of God is 
5. 20. come, and hath given us an underſtanding, 
that we may know him that is true, an 
we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt : this is the true God and 
eternal lite. 

Q. What are the glorious names the ſcrip- 
tures give unto Jeſus Chriſt, the eternal Son 
of God ? 

Iz. 9. A. And his name ſhall be called Won- 
„ derful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. 


Col. 1. Who is the image of the inviſibie God, 
35 the firſt-born of every creature. 
Who 


( 9 } 

Who being the brightneſs of his glory, Heb. 2: 
and the expreſs image of his perſon, (or? 
more proper, according to the Greek, of 
his ſubſtance.) 

And he was cloathed with à veſture ey 
dipped in blood; and his name is called ” ©” 
the Word of God. 

Q. After what manner was the birth of 

Chriſt 2 

A. Now the birth of Jeſus Chriſt was dan. I. 
on this wiſe : When as his mother Mary **: 
was efpouſed to Joſeph, before they came 

together, ſhe was found with child of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 1 
And the angel faid unto her, Fear- not, Luke 1. 
Mary, ſor thou haſt found favour With 3% 3867 
God. And behold thou ſhalt conceive in 3. 
thy womb, and bring forth a ſon, and ſhalt 
call his name Jeſus: he ſhall be great, and 
| ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt ; 
and the Lord God ſhall give unto him 
the throne of his father David. Then ſaid 
Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, 
ſeeing 1 know not a man ? And the angel | 
anſwered. and. ſaid unto her, The Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee : 
therefore alſo that holy thing, that ſhall be 
born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. 

Q. Was Jeſus Chriſt, who was born of the 
Virgin Mary, and ſuppoſed — be the ſan of 
Jaſcpb, a true and real man ? 

A. For- 


1101 


' Heb, 2» A. Foraſmuch as the children are par- 


14 _ takers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf 
took part of the ſame, that through death 
he might deſtroy him that had the power. 
of death, that is the Devil. 

=. For verily he took not on him the nature, 

16 27: of an gels, but he took on him the ſeed of 
1 Wherefore in all things it be- 
hoved him to be made like unto his bre- 
thren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high prieſt, &c. 

Heb. 4 For we have not an high prieſt which 

cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but was in all points dern 

ds we are, yet without ſin, | 

Rem. 3. And the gift by grace, which is by one 


* man. Jeſus Chriſt, hath abounded unto 
any 


1 Cor. But now is Chriſt 1 from the gen 


oo and become the firſt fruits of them that 
ſlept. For ſince by man came death, by man 

came alſo the reſurrection of the dead, . 
Q. After what manner doth the ſeripture 
aſſert the conjunction and unity of the eternal 
Son of Ged, in and with the man Chriſt. Feſus ?. 
Joha i. A. And the word was made fleſh, and 
* dwelt ANOOg us, and we beheld his glory, 
the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. | 
John z. For he whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh 
5+ the words of God ; for God giveth. not. 
his ſpirit by meaſure unto him. | 


1 


How God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth aa rs, | 


with the Holy Ghoſt and with power, who 3* 
went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppreſſed of the Devil; for God 


was with him. 


For it pleaſed the Father, that in him — 1. 
ſhould all fulneſs dwell. 


For in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of, 4 2. 


the Godhead bodily. 
In him are hid all the treaſures of wif- col. 2. 
dom and knowledge, 3˙ 


. For what end did Chriſt appear in the 
world? 

A. For what the law could not do, in Rom. 3; 
that it was weak through the fleſh , Gods. 
ſending his Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, and for ſin, condemned fin in the 
fleſh. 

For this purpoſe the Son of God was :Joha 
manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the works ? 

of the Devil. And ye know that he was 
manifelted to take away our ſins. 

25 Was Feſus Chriſt really crucified and 
raiſed again ? 

7 For I delivered unto you firſt of all, 1 cor. 
that which I alſo received, how that Chriſt '5 345 
died for our fins, according to the ſcrip- 
tures : and that he was buried, and that 
he roſe again the third day, according to 
the ſcriptures. 

Q. What end do the ſcriptures erde unto 
the coming, death, and ſuſferings of Chriſt ? 
A, For 


* 
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Luke a. A. For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
25, 3% tion, which thou haſt prepared before the 
face of all people. A light to lighten the 

Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Iſrael. 

Whom God hath ſet forth to be a propiti- 

25 ation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that 
are paſt, through the forbearance of God. 
And walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath 
2. loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an 
offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour. 

And having made peace through the 
20, 21 blood of his croſs by him, to: reconcile all 
« things unto himſelf ; by him, I ſay, whe- 

ther they be things in earth, or things in- 
heaven. And you that were ſometimes 
alienated, and enemies in your minds b 
wicked works; ; yet now hath he reconciled 
in the body of his fleſh, through death, to 
preſent you holy, unblameable, and unre- 
proveable in his ſight. 
Heb. 9. Neither by the ns of goats and 18 
*. bur by his own blood, he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eter- 
nal redemption for us. How much more 
ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
eternal ſpirit offered himſelf. without ſpot 
to God, purge your conſciences. from dead 
works to ſerve the living God? 
3 Pet. 3. For Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for 
* ſins, the J uſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
OT bring 


181 
bring us to God, being put to death in the 
fleſh, but quickened by the ſpirit. 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, , john 
becauſe he laid down his life for us. 3.16. 

And for this cauſe he is the Mediator of ,,, 9. 
the New Teſtament, that by means of the 15. 
redemption of tranſgreſſions that were un- 
der the Firſt Teſtament, they which are 
called might receive the promiſe of the 
eternal inheritance. 

Q. Is Chriſt then the Mediator? 

A. For there is one God, and one Me- 1 Tim. 
diator between God and man, the man © * 
Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom _ 
for all, to be teſtified in due time. 

Q. Was not Chriſt the Mediator until be 
appeared, and was crucified in the fleſh ? 

A. He is the Lamb that was ſlain from g. 
the foundation of the world. 12. and 

Q. J it needful then to believe, that the "3 ** 
ſaints of old did partake of Chriſt, as then 
preſent with and nouriſhing them ? 1. 

A. Moreover, brethren, I would not x cor. 


that ye ſhould be ignorant, how that all 72 


our fathers were under the cloud, and all 4 us 
paſſed through the ſea, and were all bap- 
tized unto Moſes in the cloud, and in the 
ſea, and did all eat the ſame ſpiritual 
meat ; and did all drink the ſame . — 
drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual 
rock that followed them, and that rock 
was Chriſt. | 
A I C Q. But | 
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Q. But whereas moſt of theſe ſcriptures 
before-mentioned do hold forth, that the death 
and ſufferings of Chriſt were appointed for the 
deftroying, removing, and remitting of fin; 
did be ſo do it while he was outwardly upon 


" earth, as not to leave any thing for 57 7 


to do in us, nor for us to do, in and by his 


firength ? 


A. For even hereunto were ye called, 
becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye ſhould follow his 
ſteps. 

Whereof I Paul am made a miniſter, 
who now rejoice in my ſufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for his 
body” s ſake, which is the church. | 

Always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jeſus; that the life 
alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in 
our body. For we which live, are alway 
delivered unto death for Jeſus's ſake, that 
the life alſo of Jeſus might be made mani- 
feſt in our mortal fleſh 

And that he died for all, that they which 
hive, ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, but .unto him that died for them, 
and alſo roſe again. | 

That I may know him, and the power 
of his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip: of 
his ſufferings, being made contormable to 
his "_ 

CH A N. 
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Of the New Birth, the inward Appear- | 
ance of CHRIS IH in Spirit, and the 
Unity of the Saints with him. 


Queſt. 2D TH Chriſt promiſe then to come 
again to his diſciples * | 
A. I will not leave you comfortleſs; I Jeba 245 | 
will come unto you. 1 


Q. Was this only a ſpecial promiſe to theſe 
diſciples ? Or is it not the common privilege 


A. For thus faith the high and lofty I. 57. 
One, that inhabits eternity, whoſe. name is 
Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him alſo that is of a contrite and 
humble ſpirit, &c. 

For ye are the temple of the living 2 2 
God; as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in“ 


of the 8 ? 'F 
| 
| 
| 


them, and walk in them.. 


Behold I ſtand at the door and knock; Rev. 3 
if any man hear my voice, and open the zs. 
door, I will. come in to him,. and ſup with 
him, and he with me. 

Q. Doth the apoſtle Paul ſpeak of the Son 
of God's being revealed in him ? 

A. But when it pleaſed God, who ſepa- Gal. 1. 
rated me from my mother's womb; and“ 
called me by his grace, to reveal his Son 
in me, that I might preanil him among the 
keathen. 

Q. Ts it needful then to know Chriſt within ? 

C 2 A, Ex- 
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2 cer. A. Fxamine yourſelves, whether ye be 


3. 5. in the faith, prove your own ſelves, know 
ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus 
Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates. 
Q. Was the apoſtle earneſt, that this in- 
ward birth of Chriſt ſpould be brought forth 
min any? 
Sal. 4. A. My little children, of whom I tra- 
hot vail in birth again, until Chriſt be formed 
in you. 
Q. What ſaith the ſame apoſtle of the ne- 
 effity of this imward knowledge of Chriſt, and 
the new creature, beyond the outward ? - 
= Cor. 5 A. Wherefore henceforth know we no 
man after the fleſh ; yea, though we have 
known Chriſt after the fleſh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no-more. There- 
fore if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new 
creature; old things are paſſed n be- 
hold all things are become new.  ' 
But ye have not fo learned Chriſt ; if 0 
be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jeſus: 
that ye put off, concerning the former con- 
verſation, the old man which is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful luſts, and be re- 
newed in the ſpirit of your mind; and that 
ye put on the new man, which after God is \ 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. | 
Q. I this Chrift within, the myſtery of © 
God and hope of glory, which the apoſtle 


preached ?. ? 
A. To 


(4 13. 1] 

A. To whom God would make known col. x. 
what is the riches of the glory of this *7- 
myſtery among the Gentiles ; which is, 
Chriſt in you the hope of glory, whom we 
preach. | 

Q. Doth the apoſtle any where: elſe era 
the putting on of this new birth? -. © © 

A. Put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 
and make no proviſion: for the fleſh, tos . 
fulfil the luſts thereof. | 

Q. Doth he write. to any of the ſaints; as 
having put off the old, and put on the new man? 

A. For as many of you as have been Gal. 3. 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, *7 
Seeing that ye have put off the old man Col. 3. 
with his deeds, and have put on the new . 
man, which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of him that created him. 

Q. What ſpeaketh Chriſt himſelf of the 
neceſſity of this new birth ? 

A. Jeſus anſwered and faid unto him, os” 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot lee the Rang 
dom of God. 

Q. Of what ſeed cometh this birth? 

A. Being born again, not of corruptible : pet. u 
ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 23+ 
God, which liveth and abideth ſor ever. 

Q. What doth the apoſtle Paul witneſs of 
himſelf concerning this new life? 

A. I am crucihed with Chriſt, neverthe- Gal. 2. 
leſs I hve; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. 2 


C 3 Q. What 
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Q.: What is the preaching of the croſs 

of Chriſt? + | 

1 Cor. A. For the preaching of the croſs is to 

2-15 them that periſh, fooliſhneſs ; but unto us 
that are ſaved, it is the power of God. 


Q. What effect hath this croſs in the 


apoſtle * And bow much preferreth he the 
new creature, to all outward and viſible or- 
dinances and obſervances ? 
Gal. 66 A. But God forbid that I ſhould glory, 
34 15. fave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world : for in Jeſus Chriſt 


neither circumciſion availeth any thing, 


nor uncircumciſion, but a new mg 276g 


Q. What ſpeaketh Chriſt of the 
the ſaints with him ? | 


lohn 14. A. At that day ye ſhall know that I am 
20 in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 
Joknzs Abide in me, and I in you; as the 
++5* branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except 
it abide in the vine, no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me : I am the vine, ye 
are branches ; he that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. 
John 17. Neither Pray I for theſe alone, but tor 
20, 22, them alſo which ſhall believe in me through 
+7 their word: that they alſo may be one; 


as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 


that they alſo may be one in us, that the 


And 


% 


nity of 


world may believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
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And the glory which thou gaveſt me, I 
have given them, that they may be one, 
even as we are one: I in them, and thou 
in me, that they may be made perfect in 


one, and that the world may know that 


thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved them as 
thou haſt loved me. 

Q. What ſaith the apoſtle Paul to this 
purpoſe ? 

A. For both he that ſanctifies, and chey ww 2. 
that are ſanctified, are all of one; for 
which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them 
brethren. 

Q. What faith the apoſtle Peter. 

A. Whereby are given unto us exceed- *Pet- 2+ 
ing great and precious promiſes, that by 
theſe you may be partakers of the divine 
nature, having eſcaped the corruption that 
is in the world through luſt. f 


CA. LT. 


Concerning the Light wherewith JESUS 
CHR1sT hath enlightened every Man; 
the Univerſality and Sufficiency of 


Gop's Grace, to all the World; made 
| maniteſt thirein! 


Queſt. IJ7 Herein confiſts the Iove of God 
towards fallen and loft man ? 


4 For God ſo loved the world, that he Jobo 3, 
gave 


Col. 1. 


1 Tim. 
ef 
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gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever. believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting lite. 

In this was manifeſted the love of God 
towards us, becaufe that God ſent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him. 

Q. What is intended here by the world! ? 

All and every man, or only a few ? 

A. But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the ſuf- 
fering of death, crowned with glory and 


honour; that he by the grace of God | 


ſhould taſte death for every man. 


And if any man fin, we have an adyo- 


- cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for 
our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo 
for the fins of the whole world. 

Q. Methinks the apoſtle John is very Plain 
there, in mentioning the whole world, which 
muſt be not only the ſaints, but all others, 
ſeeing he diſtinguiſheth the world from himfeif, 
and all the ſaints to whom he then wrote: 
What ſaith Paul elſewhere in this matter ? 

A. Chriſt in you, the hope of glory, 


ag. whom we preach, warning every man, and. 


teaching every man 1n all wiſdom, that we 


may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 


I exhort therefore, that firſt of all, ſup- 
Plieations, prayers, interceſſions, and giving 


of 
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of thanks be made for all men : for this 
s good and acceptable in the ſight of God 
our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
ſaved,, and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth ; who gave himſelf a ranſom for 
all, to be teſtified i in due time. 

Q. What is the apoſtle Peter's teſtimony 
in ibis? 

A. The Lord is not ſlack concerning * 2 Pet, 3. 
his promiſe, (as ſome men count flack- 
neſs) but 1s long-ſuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, bur that 
all ſhould come to repentance. 

Q. Are there any more ſcripture paſſa 2 

that prove this thing ? 

Al. Say unto them, As I live, faith the Ezek.. 
Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the dean 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live. 

The Lord is gracious, and full of com- Pfum 
paſſion ;/ ſlow to anger, and of great mercy. ,** 1 
The Lord is good to all, ind his tender 
mercies are over all his works. 

To wit, that God was in Chriſt, recon- 2 Cor 
ciling the world unto himſelf. bes 

Q. Seeing theu by the . ſcriptures it ap- 
pears that the love of God is held out to all, 
that all might have been, or may be ſaved by. 
Chriſt; what is to be judged of thoſe who 
aſſert, that God nor Chriſt never purpoſed 
love nor ſalvation to a great part of man- 
| ""_ and that the coming and- ſufferings of” 
Chriſt 


Rom. 9. 
11, 12; 


I 3+ 


*® 
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Chrif never were intended, nor could be uſeful | 
to their "juſtification , but will and muſt be 
effettual for their condemnation, even accord- 
ing to God's purpoſe, who from their very 
infancy, to their grave, with-held from them 
all means of ſalvation ? Wiat faith the ſcrip- 
ture to ſuch ? 


A. For God ſent not not his Son into 


the world to condemn the world, but that 


the world through him might be ſaved. | 
I am come a light into the world, that 


x — 9 ppnmanR believeth in me ſhould not abide 
in darkneſs. And if any man hear my 


words, and believe not, 1 judge him not; 


for 1 came not to judge the world, but to 
ſave the world. 


Q. From what ſcripture then come theſe 


men to-wreſt an opinion ſo contrary to truth ? 


A. For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpole of God, according to election, 
might ſtand, it was ſaid unto her, The 
elder ſhall ſerve the younger; as it is 
written, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have 
I hated. 


Q. I perceive in that ſcripture it was * 


ſaid, before the children were born, the elder- 
ſpall ſerve the younger; theſe other words 


(Facob have I loved, Eſau bave I hated) are: 
mentioned out of the prophet Malachi, wwho- 
wrote them many hundred years after both 
were dead: Doth not the m mention 


any | 
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any other cauſe of God's hating Eſau, than 
merely his decree * What ſaith the apoſtle 
elſewhere ? 

A. Leſt there be any fornicator, or pro- Heb. 12. 

hane perſon, as Eſau, who for one morſe] s 17. 
of meat ſold his birth-right : for ye know 
how that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the bleſſing, he was rejected. 

Q. But 'ſeeing that ſuch alledge, that it 
7s becauſe of Adam's fin, that many, even 
children, are damned , doth not the ſcripture 
aver, that the death of Chriſt was as large to 
heal, as Adam's fin could be to condemn ? ; 

A. For if through the offence of one, Rom. 5. 
many be dead, much more the grace of 518. 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
one man, Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore as by 
the offence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation ; even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto juſtification of life. 

Q. That proves abundantly, that Chriſt's 
death is of ſufficient extent to make up any 
hurt Adam's fin brought upon mankind : What 
is then the cauſe of condemnation ? 

A. He that believeth on him is not John z. 
condemned; but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 

And with all deceivableneſs of unrighte- 2 Thef. 
ouſneſs in them that periſh, becauſe they 11,12 


Il, 12, 
received 
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received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be ſaved. And for this cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions, that 
they ſhall believe a lie, that they all might 
be damned who believe not the truth, but 
had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs. 

Q. Seeing it is of a truth, according to the 
ſcriptures teſtimony, that God has purpoſed 
love and mercy tn all, in the appearance of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt : is the goſpel, or glad-tidings 
of this ſalvation, brought nigh unto all, by 
which they are put into @ capacity of receiving 
the grace, and being ſaved by it ? 

A. If ye continue in the faith grounded 
and ſettled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the goſpel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which 1s under heaven, whereof I 
Paul am made a miniſter. 

Q. What is tbe goſpel ? 

A. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel; for 
it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to 
every one that believeth. 

Q. V the goſpel hid 

A. If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them | 
that are loſt, in whom the god of this world 


hath blinded the minds of them which be- 


heve not, leſt the light of the glorious 
goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them. 

Q. Is the light then come into the world? 
And are not men condemned becauſe they love it 


not, and not becauſe it is hid from them ? 


A. And 
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A. And this is the condemnation, that John 3. 
light is come into the world, and men love 


\ 


darkneſs rather than light. 

Q. Why do they ſo f 

A. Becauſe their deeds are evil. John 3. 

Q. V every man enlightened by this light ? . 

A. He was not that light, but was ſent JM" !. 
to bear witneſs of that light, that was the 
true light, which enlighteneth every man 
that cometh into the world. 

Q. Doth this light diſcover all things? 

A. All things that are reproved, are xyh: g. 
made manifeſt by the light, for whatſoever 3. 
doth make maniteſt, 1s light, 

Q. Do evil men preach up this light, or 
mind it? 

A. Every one that doth evil, hateth the John z. 
light, neither cometh to the light, leſt his 
deeds ſhould be reproved. 

They are of theſe that rebel againſt the Job 24 
light. | 0 
Q. Do good men love it, and follow it ? 

A. He that doeth truth cometh to the John z. 
light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt, 2 
that they are wrought in God. 

Q. What benefit doth redound to ſuch as 
love the light, and walk in it ? 

A. If we walk in the light, as he is in 1 John 
the light, we have fellowſhip one with © 7 
another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
Son, cleanſeth us from all ſin. 


Q. Doth Chriſt command to take heed to 
the light ? | 


D A. While 
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Jeba, A. While ye have the light, believe in 
the light, that ye may be the children of 
the light. 
Q. Were the apoſtles N to turn 
' As a6 People to the i ght ? | 

2 . Delivering thee from the people, and 
from the Gentiles, unto whom now I ſend 
thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance 
among them which are ſanctified, _ 
faith which is in me. - 

Q. Doth this light abide with every man 
all his life-time, in order to ſave, or only 
during the day of his viſitation ? 

John A. Yet a little while is the light with 
42 35. you; walk while ye have the light, leſt 
darkneſs come upon you. 
Heb. 4. Again, he limiteth'a certain day, ſaying 
17 in David, To-day, after ſo long a time; 
as it is ſaid, To-day, it ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts. 

. How can it be proved, that there is a 
day wherein people may know things concerning 
their peace, which afterwaras may be hid from 

Luke 19. Hen? 

1 44 A. And when he was come near, ha be- 
held the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If 
thou hadſt known, even thou; at leaſt in 
this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! But now they are hid from 
thine eyes. Q. IL. 
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Q. I there any other ſcripture proof of the 
Lord's willingneſs to gather a people who 
would not, and therefore were condemned? 

A. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! thou that Mat. 237 
killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which 37; ws 
are ſent unto thee : how often would I have 34. 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye'would not ? 

Then his lord, after that he had called Mat. 28. 
him, ſaid unto him: O thou wicked ſer- 34. 
vant ! I forgave thee all the debt, becauſe 
thou delireſt me: Shouldeſt not thou alſo 
have had compaſſion on thy fellow-ſervant, 
even as I had pity on thee ? And his lord 
was wrath, and delivered him to the tor- 
mentors, till he ſhould pay all that was due 
unto him. 

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, ry 13. 
and ſaid, It was neceſſary that the word 
of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to 
you; but ſeeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting 
lite, lo we turn to the Gentiles, 

Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed ; Pr. 
I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 25,26. 
regarded : but ye have ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my re- 
proof: I alſo will laugh at your calamity, 

I will mock when your fear cometh. 
And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- Jer. 1, 
cerning a nation, and concerning a king- ” © 
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dom, to build and to plant it : if it do evil 
in my ſight that it obey not my voice, then 
will I repent of the good wherewith I ſaid 
1 would benefit them. 
Q. Doth God's ſpirit rive then for a 
ſeaſon, and afterwards forvear ? 
Gen. 6. A. And the Lord ſaid, My ſpiri it ſhall 
3- not always ſtrive with man. 
Q. May it then be reſiſted ? 
Aa 5, AA. Ye ftiff-necked and uncircumciſed 
51. in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt the 
Holy Ghoſt; as your fathers did, ſo do ye. 
Por the wrath of God is revealed from 
33. heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unright- 
eoufneſs of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteoufneſs. | 
Q. Hath God manife 47 to man that which 
may be known of himſelf ? 
Rom. 3. A. That which may be known of God, 
is manifeſt in them; for God hath ſhewed 
it unto them. 
Q. Is then this light or ſeed ſown in the 
Hearts of evil men? 
Mat. 3. A. And he ſpake many things to them 
3» 455.9. in parables : Behold, a ſower went forth to 
ſow, and when he ſowed: ſome ſeeds fell 
by the way - fide, &c. ſome fell among 
ſtony places, &c. and ſome fell among 
thorns, &c. Z 
Q. Are theſe places, where the ſeed is ſaid 
to have fallen, — 6a of the hearts of 


men 4 
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A. Hear ye therefore the parable of the V*: . 
ſower, When any one heareth the word of 
the kingdom, and underſtandeth it not, 
then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth 
away that which was ſown in his heart; 
this is he which received the ſeed by the 
way-ſide, &c. 

Q Is this ſeed ſmall in its firſt appear- 
ance 

A. The kingdom of heaven is like to a Mat-13 
grain of muſtard-ſeed, which a man took 
and ſowed in his field, which indeed is the 
leaſt of all ſeeds. 

Q. Foraſinuch as many underſtand not this, 
under the notion and appellation of light or 
ſeed, it being quite another dialef than the 
common; though I muſt needs confeſs, it is the 
very language of the ſcriptures : is a ſaving 
manifeſtation of the ſpirit given unto all ? 

A. The manifeſtation of the Spirit 1s Cor. 
given to every man to profit withal. 9 
Sure, if it be to profit withal, it muſt 
be in order to ſave , for if ut were not uſeful, 
yea, ſufficient to ſave, what profit could it be 
_ of ? But in regard ſome ſpeak of a grace that 
is common, and of a grace that is ſaving, is 
| there ſuch a grace common unto all, as brings 

alvation ? 

A. The grace of God that brings ſalva- Tit. a. 
tion, hath appeared unto all men. | 

Q. That which brings ſalvation muſt needs 
be ſaving ;, what doth that grace teach us? 

D 3 A. Teach- 
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„ A. Teaching us, that denying ungodli- 
" neſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world. 

Q. Certainly that which teacheth both 
righteouſneſs and godlineſs muſt be ſufficient ;, 
for therein conſiſteihb the whole duty of man: 

. what ſaith the apoſtle elſewhere of this in- 


ſtructor? 


Acts 20. A. And now, brethren, I commend you 


to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which 1s able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all thoſe that 
are ſanctified. 

Q. What is the word of God? 

Heb. . A. The word of God is quick and 

22, 13- powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged 
ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der of foul and ſpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Nei- 
ther 1s there any creature that 1s not mani- 
feſt in his fight, but all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do. 

Q. Ought we to take heed to this word ? 
A. We have alſo a more ſure word of 

prophecy, whereunto ye do well that, ye 

take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in 

a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 

Qday-ſtar ariſe in your heart. 


2 Pet. 1. 
19. 


G 
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Q. I perceive the ſcriptures are very clear, 
both concerning the univerſality and ſufficiency 
of this light, ſeed, grace, and word of God ; 
but is this word nigh or afar off, inward or 
outward ? 

A. Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall Rom. 
aſcend into heaven; that is, to bring 3“ 75 
Chriſt down from above. Or, who ſhal 
deſcend into the deep? That is, to bring 
up Chriſt again from the dead. But what 
ſaith it ? The word is nigh, in thy mouth 
and in thy heart; that is the word of faith 
which we preach. | YC. 

Q. That is clear, as lo the word; is there 
any ſcripture peaks of the ligbi's being in- 
ward? 

A. God, who commanded the light to 2 cor. 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our“ * 7* 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. But we have this treaſure in earth- 
en veſſels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us. | 


Q. But ſeeing it is alſo called the ſeed of the 
kingdom, is the kingdom of God alſo within ? 

A. The kingdom of God comes not Luke 27. 
with obſervation ; neither ſhall they ſay, *? *** 
Lo here, or lo there; for behold, the 
kingdom of God 1s within you, 
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tion, as well as faith? 


Jam. 2. 
20, to 


Heb. 11. 
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Concerning Faith, Juſtification, and 
Works. 


ueſt. HAT is faith? © Ys 
W u A. F ke is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not ſeen. 

Q. Is faith of abſolute _ ity ? 

A. Without faith it is impoſſible topleaſe 
him, for he that cometh to God mult be 
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him. 

Q. Are we juſtified by faith ? - 


A. Wherefore the law was our ſchool- 


maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that we 


might be juſtified by faith. 

Q. What is the nature of this faith that 
availeth to juſtification ? | 
A. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circum- 
ciſion availeth any ching, nor uncircum- 

ciſion, but faith which worketh by love. 
Q. Are works then neceſſary to juſtifica- 


A. But wilt thou know, O vain man, 
that faith without works is dead ? Was 
not Abraham our father juſtified by works, 
when he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the 
altar? Seeſt thou how faith wrought with 
his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? And the ſcripture was fulfilled, _ 
which faith, Abraham believed God, and 
it 


1 


it was 25 imputed to him for righteouſneſs : 


he was called the friend of God. Ye ſee 


then how that by works a man is juſtified, 
and not by. faith only. 
Q. If then both be equally required in 
juſtification, what are theſe works which the 
. apoſtle excludes ſo much ? 
A. By the deeds of the law there ſhall Rom. z. 
no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight. 228 
Q. But though we be not juſtified by the 
Adtteds of the law, is not this to exclude boaſting, 
that the grace of God may be exalted ? 
Al. For by grace are ye ſaved, through Eph. 2. 
faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 9 10. 
gift of God; not of works, leſt any man 

ſhould boaſt, for we are his workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. 

. Are even the works which are perform- 

ed by grace excluded? Are we never ſaid to 
bie ſaved or juſtified by them ? 

A. Not by works of righteouſneſs which ne 3 
we have done, but according to his mercy ? * ” 
he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he ſhed on us abundantly, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; that being 
juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made 
| heirs, according to the hope of eternal 


life. 


Q. I perceive then, that to be juſtified by 
grace, is 1 be juſtified or ſaved by regenera- 
tion, which cannot exclude the works wrought 


D» 
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by grace and by the ſpirit ; how doth the 
apoſtle add in the next verſe, for the main- 


taining this againſt thoſe that cavil about the 


law ? | 

Tit. 8. A. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe 

things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, 
that they which have believed in God, 
might be careful to maintain good works : 


theſe things are good and profitable unto 


men. But avoid fooliſh queſtions, and 


genealogies, and contentions, and ſtrivings 
about the law, for they are unprofitable _ 


and vain. | 


Q. Doth the apoſtle Paul, that is ſo much 
againſt juſtification by the- works of the law, 
ſpeak any where elſe of being juſtified by the 
ſpirit ? 1 FG 


A Cor. A. But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſancti- 
11. 


Q. But fince the law gives not power nor 


ability to obey, and ſo falls ſhort of juſtifica- 
tion, is there no power under the goſpel, by 


which the righteouſneſs of the law. comes to 
be fulfilled inwardly. 


Rom. 83. A. For what the law could not do, in 


34. that it was weak through the fleſh, God 


ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſin- 


ful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in the 


fleſh : that the righteouſneſs of the law 


might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit. 


fied, but ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. 


Q. Seeing 
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Q. Seeing then there is power in the ſpirit, 


ic not works through it, a condition upon which 


life is propoſed under the new covenant ? 
A. For if ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall —_ 8. 

die; but if ye through the ſpirit, do mor- 

tify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live. 
Q. Do not the apoſtles then frequently pro- 


poſe life to people, upon condition of repentance 
and other works ? 


A. Repent ye therefore, and be convert- Aa, 3. 
ed, that your fins may be blotted out, 

And if children, then heirs ; heirs of Rom: 8, 
God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt ; if ſo be“ 
that we ſuffer with him, that we alſo may 
be glorified together. 

It is a faithful ſaying : for if we be dead , Tim. 
with him, we ſhall alto live with him: if 2. 11, 
we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him. If 
a man therefore purge himſelf from theſe, 


he ſhall be a veſſel unto honour, ſanctified 


and meet for the maſter's uſe, and pre- 
pared unto every good work. 

Remember therefore from whence thou Rev. 2. 
art fallen, and repent, and do the firſt 5 
works, or elſe I will come unto thee quick- 
ly, and remove thy candleſtick out of his 
place, except thou repent. 

Q. It appears clearly by theſe paſſages, that 
the apoſtle excludes only our righteouſneſs, which 
he elſewhere explains, as being the righteouſneſs 


of the law, from being neceſſary to juſtification, 


and not ſuch works as the law of the ſpirit of 
life 
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life leads to, and are not ſo much ours as 
Chriſt in us; are not ſuch good Works re- 
warded, though they require no abſolute merit, 
as being the fruits of free grace; yet doth not 


God judge according to them, and may they not 
be ſaid to have a reward : 


Ezek: A. But if a man be juſt, and do that 


35,5 which is lawful and right, and hath not 
** eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lift 
up his eyes to the idols of the houſe of 
Iirael, neither hath defiled his neighbour's 

wite, neither hath come near to a menſtru- 

ous woman ; and hath not oppreſſed any, 


but hath reſtored to the debtor his pledge, 


hath ſpoiled none by violence, hath given 
his bread to the hungry, and hath covered 
the naked with a garment : he that hath 
not given forth upon uſury, neither hath 
taken any increaſe ; that hath withdrawn 


his hand from iniquity, hath executed true 


judgment between man and man, hath 


walked in my ſtatutes, and hath kept my 


judgments, to deal truly; he is juſt, he 
ſhall ſurely live, ſaith the Lord God. 
3 For the Son of Man ſhall come in the 


then he ſhall reward every man according 

to his works. | n 
Act 10. Then Peter opened his mouth and ſaid, 
3+ 35. Of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
ſpecter of perſons: but in every nation, 
| ** 


glory of his Father, with his angels, and 
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he that feareth him, and worketh righte- 
ouſneſs, is accepted with him. 

The righteous judgment of God; who Rom. 2. 
will render to every man according to his 5 % 7. 
deeds: to them, who, by patient continu- 
ance in well- doing, ſeek for glory and 
honour, and immortality, eternal life: but 
glory, honour, and peace to every man 
that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and 
alſo to the Gentile. 

For we muſt all appear before the judg- 2 Cor. ;. 
ment. ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may . 
receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it 

be good or bad. 

Which is a manifeſt token of the right- Thef. 
eous judgment of God, that ye may be we. 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which ye alſo ſuffer. | 

But whoſo looketh into the perfect law James 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being! 25: 
not a forgetful hearer, but” a doer of the 
work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. 

Caſt not away therefore your confidence, Heb. 10. 
which hath great recompence of reward. 3* 

And if ye call on the Father, who with- 1 Pet. 14 
out reſpect of perſons, judgeth according 
to every man's work, pals the time of your 
ſojourning here in fear. | 

And behold I come quickly, and my res... 
reward is with me, to give every man ac- 12. 14. 
cording as his work ſhall be. Bleſſed are 


E they 


Rom. 6. 
14 
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they that do his commandments, that they 


may have a right to the tree of life, and 


may enter in through the gates into the city. 
Q. I. ſhould ſeem that the purpoſe of God, 
in ſending his Son the Lord Feſus Chriſt, was 


not ſimply to ſave men by an imputative right- 


eouſneſs altogether without them , but alſo by 
the waſhing of regeneration, or an inward 
righteouſneſs : what ſaith the ſcripture fur- 
ther of this ? | 

A. And thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, 
for he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins. 


Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 


glorious appearance of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf 


for us, that he might redeem us from all 


iniquity, and purity unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works. 


C HA P. VII. 


Concerning Perfection, or Freedom from 


Sin. 


Queſt. 4 Perceive then by all theſe ſcriptures | 


aforementioned, that Chriſt, as well 
as he hath purchaſed pardon for our fins, hath 
alſo obtained power by wbich we may even 
here be cleanſed from the filth of them : May 
we expect then in this life to be freed from the 
dominion of fin ? 
A. For fin ſhall not have dominion over 
you, 


Q. For 
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Q. For what reaſon ? 


A. For ye are not under the law, but Rom. 6- 


under grace. 

Q. How cometh the apoſtle then to cry out 
and complain of fin, ſaying, Who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? Doth be 
ſpeak that as a condition always permanent to 
him and other ſaints, or only that which he had 
paſſed through ? What ſaith he afterwards ? 


A. There is therefore now no condemna- Rom. 8. 
15 2. 355 


tion to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
ſpirit : for the law of the ſpirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from the 
law of fin and death. Who ſhall ſeparate 
us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribu- 
lation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or fa- 
mine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? 
(As it is written, For thy ſake we are killed 
all the day long; we are counted as ſheep 
for the ſlaughter.) Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am perſuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
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ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 


depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 
1s in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
Q. What ſaith that apaſtle then unto ſuch, 
Who taking occaſion from his words, ſhould 
Plead for continuance in fin for term of life, 
2 a 


' 
| 
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and think to be ſaved by the imputative right- 
eouſneſs of Chriſt, as being under grace ? 
Rom. 6. A. What ſhall we ſay then? Shall we 


© 2 continue in fin, that grace may abound ? 
God forbid. 


What then? Shall we ſin, becauſe we 


are not under the law, but under grace ? 
God forbid. f 
Q. Is not the apoſile then ſo far from ſup- 
Poſing that condition, of being always under 
ſin, to be his own conſtant condition, or that 
of all the ſaints, that he even ſuppoſes many 
F the then church of Rome, to whom he wrote, 


to be free of it? How beſpeaketh he them, as 


in relation to this matter? 
Rom. 6. £4. How ſhall we that are dead to fin, 
2» » + live any longer therein? Know ye not, that 
32, 12, ſo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus 
73 26, Chriſt, were baptized into his death? 
* Therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tiſm into death ; that like- as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newneſs of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the hikeneſs of his 
death, we ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of 
his reſurre&ion ; knowing this, that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of ſin might be deſtroyed, that hence- 
forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin. For he that 
is dead, 1s free from fin. Likewiſe reckon 
ye alſo yourſelves to be dead indeed unto 
| fin 3 
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ſin; but alive unto God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Let not ſin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof. Neither yield 
ye your members as inſtruments of unright- 
eouſneſs unto fin; but yield yourſelves 
unto God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
dead ; and your members as inſtruments 
of righteouſneſs unto God, Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourſelves ſervants 
to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye 
obey, whether of ſin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteouſneſs ? But God be 
thanked, that ye were the ſervants of fin ; 


but ye have obeyed from the heart that 


form of doctrine that was delivered unto 
you; being then made free from ſin, ye 
became the ſervants of righteouſneſs. I 
ſpeak after the manner of men, becauſe of 
the infirmity of your fleſh ; for as ye have 
yielded your members ſervants to unclean- 
neſs, and to iniquity, unto iniquity ; even 
ſo now yield your members ſervants to 
righteouſneſs, unto holineſs. For when 
ye were the ſervants of fin, ye were tree 
from righteouſneſs. What fruit had ye 
then in thoſe things whereof ye are now 
aſhamed ? For the end of thoſe things is 
death, But now, being made tree trom 
ſin, and become lervants to God, ye have 
your fruit unto holinets, and the end ever- 
laſting lite, For the wages of fin is death, 

E 3 but 


8 


—— — . — —— 


a! 


but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Q. Would it appear then, that God rex 
quires of us to be perfect? 


A. Be ye therefore perfect, even as s your 
Father which 1s in heaven is perfect. 


Mat. Go 
48. 


ments? 


2 A. My yoke is eaſy, and my burthen is 
1 one light. For this is the law of God, that 


3. we keep his commandments, and his com- 
mandments are not grievous. 


Q. J it neceſſary then for ſalvation, to 
keep the commandments ? 4 
Rev.2z2 AH. Bleſſed are they that do his com- 
„% mandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city. 

Q Do you underſtand by this perfettion, 
that any have kept the commandments, as 
never to have ſinned ? | 

A. If we ſay that we have not ſinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word 1s not 
in us. 

Q. Do yon n that thoſe who are 
Perfect may ſay, they have no fin, or only that 
having finned, and ſo having fin, in reſpebt they 
once ſinned, as the apoſile in the paſſage cited 
mentions, may they notwithſtanding thereof, 
come to know forgiveneſs for the guilt, but 
alſo cleanſing 2 the filth ? 

A. If we ſay we have no fin, we deceive 
ourſelves, 


1 John 
I. IC. 


John 1. 
8, 9» 


Q J it then poſſible to keep the command- 


LO 
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ourſelves, and the truth is not in us: if 
| we confeſs our fin, he is faithful and juſt 
' to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs. 

Q. Wat ſcripture ſcems to be very plain, 
being compared with the other before mention- 
ed : but becauſe ſome are apt to miſtake and 
wreſt the words of the apoſtle, what ſaith he 
elſewhere ? Did he judge any could know God, 
or be true Chriſtians, who kept not the com- 
mandments? | 

A. My little children, theſe things write 1 John 
I unto you, that ye fin not; and if any 3, 5, &. 
man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous : and 
hereby do we know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that 
faith, 1 know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, 1s a har, and the truth is 
not in him. But whoſo keepeth his word, 
in him verily 1s the love of God perfected. 
Hereby know we that we are in him : he 
that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf 

alſo ſo to walk even as he walked. | 
Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, 1 John 

and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall EY "I 

be; but we know, that when he ſhall appear, 

we mall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as 

he is: and every man that hath this hope 

in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. 
Whoſocver committeth fin, tranſgreſſeth 

alſo the law, for fin is the tranſgreſſion of 


the 
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the law. And ye know that he was mani- 
teſted to take away our fins; and in him 
is no ſin. Whoſoever abideth in him ſin- 
neth not. Whoſoever ſinneth, hath. not 
ſeen him, neither known him. Little child- 


righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is 
righteous. He that committeth fin is of 
the Devil; for the Devil ſinneth from the 
beginning, For this purpoſe the Son of 
God was manitelted, that he might deſtroy 
the works of the Devil. Whoſoever is 


- fin, becauſe he is born of God. In this 
the children of God are manifeſt, and the 
children of the Devil. Whoſoever doth 
not righteouſneſs, is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother. 


the apoſtles were far of another mind, than 
thoſe that plead for fin during term of life, 
. and much againſt the deceit of thoſe who will 
eſteem them ſelves good Chriſtians while they 
live in their fins. 

A. Not every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that- doth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. Therefore, 
- whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of mine, 
and doth them, I will liken him to a wiſe 
man, which built his houſe upon a 1 


ren, let no man deceive you: he that doth 


born of God, doth not commit fin ; for 
his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot- 


I is very plain by theſe paſſages, that 


—— 
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If ye know theſe things, happy are ye John 


if ye do them. * 


Q. What ſaith the apoſtle Paul further 
| concerning the needfulneſs of this thing. 

A. Circumciſion is nothing, and uncir- 2 c. 
cumciſion is nothing; but the keeping of * 
the commandments of God. 

. Was not this, according to the apoſtle 

Paul's judgment, the very intention of Chriſt, 

to have his church and children to be pure and 
without ſpot ? 

A. According as he has choſen us in 
him before the foundation of the world, 

that we ſhould be holy, and without blame 


before him in love. 


Even as Chriſt alſo loved the church, 2 

and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanc- 25. 
tify and cleanſe it, that he might preſent 

6 it to himſelf a glorious church, not having 

* or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but 
that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh, 

Q. Doth not Paul preſs the ſame thing 
further, beſides the other paſſages above-men- 
tioned ? | 

A. Having therefore theſe promiſes, 2 Cor. 
dearly beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves ” * 
from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
perfecting holineſs in the fear of God. 
Finally, brethren, farewel; be perfect. 1 — 
Chriſt in you the hope of glory, whom we Col. 1. 
preach, warning every man, and teaching ** 
every man in all wiſdom, that we may 

preſent 


Eph. Ts 


1 

preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Labouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may ſtand perfect and complete in 


. all the will of God. To the end he may 


eſtabliſh your hearts unblameable in holi- 


.s. neſs before God. And the very God of 


peace ſanctify you wholly ; and I pray God, 


your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body, be 


preſented blameleſs unto the coming of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Q. J not this then the very end for which 
God appointed teachers in his church * 

A. And he gave ſome apoſtles, and 
ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and 
ſome paſtors and teachers, for the perfect- 


ing of the ſaints, for the work of the mini- 
ſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt; 


till we all. come in the unity of the faith, 


and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 


unto. a perfect man, unto the meaſure. of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 
Q: Seeing this is ſo much preſſed by the holy 
men, doth not the ſcripture, which cannot lie, 
give none of the ſaints this teſtimony, as being 


Free from ſin at ſome times, and ſo not altvays 


Gen. 6. 
9s 


Job 1. 


and daily ſinning, as is ſuppoſed ? 
A. Noah was a juſt, man, and perfect in 
his generations; and Noah walked with 
God. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, haſt 
thou conſidered my ſervant Job, that there 
is none like him in the earth, a perfect and 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and 
elcheweth 
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eſcheweth evil. There was in the days of Lake . 
Herod, King of Judea, a certain prieſt, * 
named Zacharias, of the courſe of Abia; 
| and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth; and the 
were both righteous before God, walking 


in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameleſs. 


Q. That proves ſufficiently as to particular 
perſons ,, but what doth the ſcripure intimate 


of this, even of confiderable numbers ? 
A. But God, who is rich in mercy, for Eph. 2. 

his great love wherewith he hath loved us,“ *. 
even when we were dead in fin, hath quick- 
ned us together with Chriſt, and hath raifed | 
us up together, and made us fit together | 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jefus. But ye Heb. 12. 
are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 22 23. | 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- | 

| falem, and to an innumerable company of 

angels, to the general aſſembly and church 

of the firſt-born, which are written in hea- 

ven, to God the judge of all, and to the 

ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. And I Rev. 14. 

looked, and lo, a Lamb ſtood on Mount © + 

Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 

| four thouſand, having his father's name 

written in their foreheads. Theſe are they 

which were not defiled with women ; for 

they are virgins. Theſe are they which | 

follow the Lamb whereſoever he goeth. 

Theſe were redeemed from among men, | 


being 
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2 Pet. 1 
10. 


. | : 1 Cor. 9. 
. N 27. 


Bb. . 


* 
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being the firſt· fruits unto God, and to the 


Lamb. And in their mouth was found no 
guile, for they are without fault before the 
throne of God. 


. 


Concerning Perſeverance, and Falling 
from Grace. 


Queſt. Zi enough for a believer to be 
ſure that he hath once received 
true grace f Or is there any further certainty 
requiſite ? 
A. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tion ſure ; it ye do theſe things ye ſhall 
never fall. 
Q. May one that hath received true grace, 
have ground to fear; or ſuppoſe he can fall? 
A. But I keep under my body, and 
bring it into ſubjection, leſt that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I 


- myſelf ſhould become a caſt-away. 


Q. That preatly contradicteth the dofirine 
of ſuch as ſay, Once in grace, ever in grace : 
But doth the apoſtle Paul expreſs this only out 
of an humble eſteem of himſelf * Or doth hea 


judge or ſuppoſe the like of other ſaints * 


A. Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God. But exhort 
one another daily, while it is called to-day; 


leſt 
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leſt any of you be hardened through the 
| See nes of ſin. Let us labour there- m 4. 
fore to enter into that reſt, leſt any man 


fall after the ſame example of unbelief. ch. 6. 


For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were ® 5 & 
once enlightened, and have taſted of the 

_ heavenly gift, and were made partakers 

of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 
good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come ; if they ſhall fall away, to 
renew them again unto repentance ; ſeeing 

they crucify to themſelves the Son of God 
afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame. 
Looking diligently, leſt any man fail of , 
the grace of God, leſt any root of bitter- 15. 
neſs Hpringing up, trouble you, and there- 

by many be defiled. 

Q: Doth he ſpeak this only by ſuppoſition, or 
doth he aſſert it not only poſſible, but certain ? 

A. For the time will come, when they , Tim. 
will not endure ſound doctrine; but after 4 354+ 
their own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves 
teachers, having itching ears. And they 
ſhall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and ſhall be turned unto fables, 

Q. Doth the apoſtle even judge it neceſſary 
10 guard ſuch an one, as his beloved ſon 
Timothy, againſt this hazard ? 


A. This charge I commit unto thee, ſon x Tis 


Timothy, according to the prophecies which , = 
went before on thee, that thou by them 


mighteſt war a eg holding faith 
and, 
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and a good conſcience; which ſome having 
put away, concerning faith have made 
2 Tim. ſhipwreck. For the love of money 1s the 
6. 20. root of all evil; which while ſome covet- 


and pierced themſelves through with many 
2 Tim. forrows. And their word will eat as doth 
. acanker; of whom is Hymeneus and Phi- 
letus, who concerning the faith have erred, 
ſaying, that the reſurrection is paſt alrea- 
dy ; and overthrow the faith of ſome. 

Q. Doth the apoſtle any where expreſs his 


any number of people who once truly received 
the faith of Chriſt ? 

Rom. A. Well; becauſe of unbelief they were 
21. 20. broken off, and thou ſtandeſt by faith. Be 
z Tim. not high-minded, but fear. Now the ſpirit 
* ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter times 


3*$* this cauſe, when I could no longer forbear, 


means the tempter have tempted you, and 
our labour be in vain. 

Q. What is the apoſtle Peter's mind? 
Does he judge, that ſuch as have known the 
rigbi way, may forſake it 
N A. Curſed children, which have for- 
ne ſaken the right way, and are gone aſtray, 


tx p 

3 == 2 * 
* 
3 C : 


* 4 ſor, who loved the wages of unrighteouſ- 
* nefs, but was rebuked for his iniquity ; 


ed after, they have erred from the faith, 


fears of this, as a thing that may happen to. 


x. Ther. ſome ſhall depart from the faith, &c. For 


I ſent to know your faith, leſt by ſome 


following the way of Baalam the ſon of Be- 


the 
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the dumb aſs ſpeaking with man's voice, 
forbad the madneſs of the prophet. Theſe 


are wells without water, clouds that are 


carried with a tempeſt, to whom the miſt 
of darkneſs is reſerved for ever. For when 


they ſpeak great ſwelling words of vanity, 
they allure through the luſt of the fleſh, 


through much wantonneſs, thoſe that were 


clean eſcaped from them who live in error. 
For if after they have eſcaped the pollu- 


tions of the world, through the knowledge 


of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they 


are again entangled therein, and overcome, 
the latter end is worſe with them than the 
beginning: for it had been better for them, 
not to have known the way of righteouſ- 


neſs, than after they have known it, to 


turn from the holy commandment deli-- 
vered unto them. But it is happened unto 
them, according to the true proverb, The 


dog is turned to his vomit again, and the 


ſow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in. 


the mire. 
Q. Gives he any cautions to them that 
ſtand, as ſuppoſing they may alſo fall! 


A. Ye therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye 2 Pet. 3. 


know theſe things before, beware, leſt ye 

alſo being led away with the error of the 

wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. 
Q. May a man be truly a branch in Chriſt, 


or a real 3 of his body, and afterwards 


be cut 7 


F 2 A, If 


17. 


John 
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A. If any man abide not in me, he is 


5.6. caſt forth as a branch, and is withered. 


Q. May a righteous man then depart from 
Bis righteouſneſs *® "oe 
A. But when the righteous man turneth 
away from his righteouſneſs, and commit- 
teth iniquity, and dieth in them ; for his 
iniquity that he hath done, he ſhall die. 
Q. May a believer come to ſuch a condition 
in this life, from which he cannot fall away ? 
A. Him that overcometh, will I make 
a pillar in the temple of my God, and he 
ſhall go no more out ; and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, which is 
New Jeruſalem, which cometh down out 
of heaven from my God, and I will write 
upon him my new name. 

Q. May ſuch an one come to be aſſured that 
be is in this condition? 115 
A. For J am perſuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principa- 
lities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall. be able to 
ſeparate us from the love of God, which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


enn 


„ 
Cc. NK 
Concerning the Church and Miniſtry. 


ueſt. HAT 1s the church ? 
OO A. But if I tarry long, that 1 Tim, 
thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt tos. 
behave thyſelf in the houſe of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of truth. 

Q. Who is the head of the church ? 

A. Who hath delivered us from the Co!. r. 
power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us j3 * 
into the kingdom of his dear Son : and he 
is the head of the body, the church, from 
which all the body by joints and bands, 
having nouriſhment miniſtered and knit to- 
gether, increaſeth with the increaſe of God. 

Q. What kind of per ſons make the church ? 

A. Them that are ſanctified in Chriſt : Cor. 
Jeſus. 

And the Lord added to the church daily 4 e 2. 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. | 

. Hath not Chriſt appointed officers in the 
chure » for the work of the miniſtry ? 

A. Wherefore he ſaith, When he aſcend- Zph. 43 
ed up on high, he led captivity captive, *: > 
and gave gitts unto men, And he gave 
ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and 
ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and 
teachers; tor the perfecting of the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
fication of the body of Chriſt. 

F 3 Q. What 
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Q. What kind of men ſhould ſuch as are 
teachers and overſeers of the church be? 
x Tim. A. A biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, 
3- + the huſband of one wife, vigilant, ſober, of 
a good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, apt 
to teach; not given to wine, no ſtriker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, 
not a brawler, not covetous; one that 
ruleth well his own houſe, having his 
children in ſubjection with all gravity ; 
for if a man know not how to rule his 
own houſe, how ſhall he take care of the 
church of God ? Not a novice, left being 
lifted up with pride, he fall into the con- 
demnation of the Devil. Moreover, he 
muſt have a good report of them which 
are without; leſt he fall into reproach, 
| and the ſnare of the Devil. 
Tu. z For a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
77 559. ſteward of God: not ſelf-willed, not ſoon. 
angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not 
given to filthy lucre; but a lover of 
hoſpitality, a lover of good men ; ſober, 
Juſt, holy, temperate ; holding faſt the 
faithful word, as he hath been taught, that 
he may be able, by ſound doctrine, both to 
exhort and to convince the gainſayers. 
Q. What is incumbent upon ſuch to do ? 


A. 20. A. Take heed therefore to yourſelves, 
S 2s. 


and to all the flock, over which the Holy 


Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed 
the church of God, 


. The 


L 35 J 
The elders which are among you I ex- 1 pet. 5; 

hort, who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs * 3? 

of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo a par- 

taker of the glory that ſhall be revealed : 

Feed the flock of God which 1s among 

| you, taking the overſight thereof, not by 

conſtraint, but willingly : ; not for filthy 

lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as 

being lords over God's heritage, but being 

enſamples to the flock. 

Q. Though they be not to lord over the 
flock, yet is * not a reſpect due to them 
in their place ? 

A. Let the elders that rule well, be 1 Time 
counted worthy of double honour, eſpe- 5 *7* 
cially they who labour in the word and 

doctrine. 


Q. Albeit then, among true Chriſtians, every 
one that believeth, is to have the witneſs in 
bimſelf, being perſuaded i in himſelf by the ſpi- 
rit; yet is there not alſo a real ſuejettion to 
be to one another in the Lord? 


A. The ſpirits of the prophets are ſub- x Cor. 
ject to the prophets. * 
Obey them that have the rule over you, Heb. 23. 
| and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for !? 
your fouls, as they that mult give account, 
; that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief; for that is unprofitable for you. | 
And we beſeech you, brethren, to know 1 Thef, 
them which labour among you, and are 5: 1, 


over you 1n the Lord, and admoniſh you; 
and 


! 
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Q. What kind of men ſhould ſuch as are 
teachers and overſeers of the church be? 
x Tim. A. A biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, 
3- + the huſband of one wife, vigilant, ſober, of 
a good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, apt 
to teach; not given to wine, no ſtriker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, 
not a brawler, not covetous ; one that 
ruleth well his own houſe, having his 
children in ſubjection with all gravity ; 
for if a man know not how to rule his 
own houſe, how ſhall he take care of the 
church of God ? Not a novice, left being 
lifted up with pride, he fall into the con- 
demnation of the Devil. 
muſt have a good report of them which 
are without ; leſt he fall into reproach, 
| and the ſnare of the Devil. 
Tit. 2. For a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
77 * 9% ſteward of God: not ſelf-willed, not ſoon 
angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not 
given to filthy lucre; but a lover of 
hoſpitality, a lover of good men ; ſober, 
Juſt, holy, temperate ; holding faſt the 
faithful word, as he hath been taught, that 
he may be able, by ſound doctrine, both to 
exhort and to convince the gainſayers. 
Q. What is incumbent upon ſuch to do ? 
A@ 20. A. Take heed therefore to yourſelves, 
8. and to all the flock, over which the Holy 


the church of God, 


The 


Moreover, he 


| 
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The elders which are among you I ex-.1 Pet. g. 
hort, who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs ® * 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo a par- 
taker of the glory that ſhall be revealed : 
| Feed the flock of God which is among 
| you, taking the overſight thereof, not by 
conſtraint, but willingly : ; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as 
being lords over God's heritage, but being 
enſamples to the flock. 

Q. Though they be not to lord over the 


| flock, yet is he not a reſpett due to them 
| in their place ? 


A. Let the elders that rule well, be 1 Time 
counted worthy of double honour, efpe- 5* 7 


cially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine. 
N Q. Albeit then, among true Chriſtians, every 
* one that believeth, is to have the witneſs in 

; bimſelf, being perſuaded in himſelf by the ſpi- 
rit; yet is there not alſo a real ſuojettion to 
be to one another in the Lord? 

A. The ſpirits of the prophets are ſub- 1 Cor. 
| ject to the prophets. "0 
| Obey them that have the rule over you, Heb. 13. 
| and ſubmit yourſelves; for they watch for 7. 
your ſouls, as they that mult give account, 
that they may do it with joy, and not with 
grief; for that is unprofitable for you. 

And we beſeech you, brethren, to know 1 Thef, 
them which labour among you, and are 5: . 
over you in the Lord, and 2dmoniſh you; * 


and 


k 
| 
1 


2 Pet. 5: 


| | T Pet. 4+ 
; JO, 11. 


Tit. 1. 
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and to eſteem them very wghly 1 in love for 
their works ſake, 
| Likewiſe, ye younger, ſubmit yourſelves 
unto the elder ; yea, all of you be ſubject 
one to another, and be clothed with hu- 
mility; for God reſiſteth the proud, and 
giveth grace unto the humble. 

Q. How ought true teachers to miniſter in 
the church ? 

A. As every man hath received the gift, 
even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, 
as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of 


God: if any ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the 
oracles of God: if any man miniſter, let 
him do it as of the ability which God 


giveth; that God in all things may be 
elorificd, through Jeſus Chriſt. , 
I perceive then, that every true mini- 


ter of the church of Chriſt, is to miniſter of 


the gift and grace of God, which be hath re- 
_ : but ſome are of the judgment, that 


natural ln or parts, and human learn- 


ing, are the qualifications which are of abſo- 
tute neceſſity for a miniſter , but grace they 
judge not to be ſo abſolutely neceſſary, but that 


one may be a miniſter without it: What ſaith 


the ſcripture in this caſe? . 
A. A biſhop muſt be . ſober, 
juſt, holy, temperate. | 
Q. Methinks it is impoſſible for a man. to 
be blameleſs, juſt, holy, ſober, and temperate, 


without the grace of Gos : ſo that if theſe 
qualifications 


L 873 
qualifications be abſolutely neceſſary, then ſure- | 
ly, that without which a man cannot be ſo | 
qualified, muſt be neceſſary alſo : but what | 
ſaith the ſcripture, as to the neceſſity of natural | 
wiſdom, and human learning ? 

A. Where is the wiſe? Where is the 1 Cor. 14 
ſcribe ? Where is the diſputer of this 
world? Hath not God made fooliſh the 
wiſdom of this world? For after that, in 
the wiſdom of God, the world by wil- 
dom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave them that 
believe. 

Q. I ſeems then, the preachings of the true 
miniſters are not gathered together by wiſdom 
and learning : it hath been ſuppoſed that a 
man muſt be greatly ſrilled in learning, to 
make a good ſermon : what is the apoſtle's 
judgment in the caſe ? 

A. For Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, ver. 27. 
but to preach the goſpel ; not with wiſ- 
dom of words, leſt the croſs of Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none effect. 

And JI was with you in weakneſs, and in Chay. 2. 
fear, and in much trembling : and my 3˙ . 
ſpeech, and my preaching, was not with 
enticing words of man's wiſdom, but in 
demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of power : 
that your faith ſhould not ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power of God, 

Q. I perceive the apoſtle lays far more 
fireſs upon ' the demonſtration and power f 
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the ſpirit in a preacher, than upon human 

literature : Ought miniſters then to preach as 

the ſpirit teacheth them ? | 
A. Alſo we ſpeak, not in the words 


which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which 


the Holy Ghoſt teacheth. 

And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak as the ſpirit 
gave them utterance. 


Q. I it Chriſt then that ſpeaketh in and 
through his miniſters? 


Mat. 10. AH. For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the 


ſpirit of your Father, which ſpeaketh in 
you. 


Holy Ghoſt. | 
For the Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you in 
the ſame hour, what ye ought to ſay. 

Since ye ſeek a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking 
in me, which to you-ward is not weak, 
but is mighty in you. 

Q. What is the apoſtle's mind of that hu- 
man learning, which ſome cry up ſo much, 
and think ſo needful in a miniſter ? 

A. Beware leſt any man ſpoil you 
through philoſophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Chriſt. 

O Timothy ! keep that which is com- 


mitted to thy truſt, avoiding prophane 


and vain babblings, and oppoſitions of 
ſcience, falſly ſo called. | IN 
FR Q. Though 


For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the 


1 
4 
' 


1 

Q. Though true miniſters ſpeak not by the 
natural wiſdom of man; yet is their teſtimony 
altogether void of wiſdom ? 

A. Howbeit, we ſpeak wiſdom among 1 Cor. þ 
them that are perfect ; yet not the wiſdom * 7* 
of this world, nor of the princes of this 
world, that come to nought : but we 
ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, 
even the hidden wiſdom, which God or- 
dained before the world to our glory. 

Q. What is the reaſon that man by his 
natural wiſdom is not capable to miniſter in 
the things of God ? 

5 A. For what man knoweth the things ver. un. 
of a man, fave the ſpirit of a man which "+ 
is in him? Even ſo the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the ſpirit of God. 

But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, for they are/ 
fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 
them, becaule they are ſpirituall/ diſcerned. 

Q. Theſe ſcriptures do ſufficiently Hold forth 
that the true call to the miniſtry is from God; 
that which maketh a true miniſter, ts the gift 

and grace of God; that the true and effettual 
preaching of a faithful miniſter is ſuch, as is 

from the inward teaching and leading of the 
ſpirit of God: But what ſay the ſcriptures 
touching the maintenance of miniſters * 

A. Let him that is taught in the word cu. 6. 
communicate unto him that teacheth 1 in all © 


good things. 
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If we have ſown unto you 1 things, 
| all reap your 
carnal things? If others be partakers of 
this power over you, are not we rather ? 
Nevertheleſs we have not uſed this power, 
but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhould hinder 
the goſpel of Chriſt. Do ye not know, 
that they which miniſter about holy things, 
live of the things of the temple ? And 
they which wait at the altar, are partakers 
with the altar: even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they which preach the goſ- 
pel, ſnould live of the goſpel. 

For the ſcripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn ; 
and, the labourer 1s worthy of his reward. 

Q. I perceive by theſe ſcriptures, that there 
lieth an obligaticy upon the ſaints, to help with 
outward things, ſuch as truly miniſter unto 
them ſpiritual , but this ſeems to be voluntary: 
Ought not therefore true miniſters to preach, 
whether they be ſure of this or not? Mat 
ſaith the apoſtle of himſelf in this caſe , and 
what adviſeth he others ? | 

A. But J have uſed none of theſe things, 


23. neither have I written theſe things, that it 


ſhould be ſo done unto me; for it were 
better for me to die, than that any man 
ſhould make my glorying void. For 
though I preach the goſpel, I have nothing 
to glory of; for neceſſity is laid upon me; 
yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the 


goſpel, 


5 | 
goſpel, for if I do this thing willingly, 1 
have a reward; but if againſt my will, 
a diſpenſation of the goſpel 1s committed 
unto me: What is my reward then? 
Verily, that when I preach the goſpel, I 
make the goſpel of Chriſt without charge, 
that I abuſe not my power in the goſpel. 
0 I have coveted no man's ſilver or gold, 4 20. 
or apparel. Yea, you yourſelves know, 33. 
that theſe hands have miniſtered unto my 
neceſſities, and to them that were with me. 
I have ſhewed you all things, how that fo 
labouring, ye ought to ſupport the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord 
Ieſus, how he faid, It is more bleſſed to 
give, than to receive. | 

Q. IJ is obſervable, that the apoſtle every 
where makes ſpecial mention among the quali- 
fications of teachers, that they be not given to 
filthy lucre : M hat ought wwe then to think of 
thoſe teachers, who will not preach without 
hire? Yea, that will by violence take from 
thoſe who receive no ſpirituals from them? 

Are they like to be the miniſters of Chriſt ? Or 
what elſe ſaith the ſcripture of ſuch ? 

A. Yes, they are greedy dogs, which I. 56. 
can never have enough ; and they are“ 
ſhepherds that cannot underſtand ; they 
all look to their own way, every one for 
his gain from his quarter. 

Son of man, propheſy againſt the ſhep- Ezck. 
herds of Iſrael, N and ſay unto 3.8. 


3 8. 
them, 
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them, Thus faith the Lord God unto the 
ſhepherds, Woe be to the ſhepherds of 
Iſrael, that do feed themſelves : ſhould 
not the ſhepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat 
the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, 
ye kill them that are fed; but ye feed not 
the flock. As I hve, ſaith the Lord God, 
ſurely, becauſe my flock became a prey, 
and my flock became meat to every beaſt 
of the field, becauſe there was no ſhep- 
herd, neither did my ſhepherds ſearch for 
my lock ; but the ſhepherds fed them- 
3 and fed not my flock. 


Micah Thus faith the Lord, concerning the 


3.5. 17. prophets that make my people err, that 
bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace; and 
he that putteth not into their mouths, 
they even prepare war againſt him, The 
heads thereof judge for reward, and the 
prieſts thereof teach tor hire, and the pro- 
phets thereof divine for money; yet will 
they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not 
the Lord amongſt us? None evil can 
come upon us. 

Q. Theſe are plain teſtimonies from the pro- 
pbets; are there none ſuch from the apoſtles? 


x Tim. A. Perverſe diſputings of men of cor- 


6- 5-9. rupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth, ſup- 
poſing that gain is godlineſs; from ſuch 
withdraw thyſelf. But godlineſs with con- 
tentment is great gain: for we brought 
nothing into che world, and it is certain we 

can 
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can carry nothing out: and having food 
and raiment, let us therewith be content. 
But they that will be rich, fall into tempt- 
ation and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh: 
and hurtful luſts, which drown men in 
deſtruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil ; which, 
while ſome coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themſelves 


through with many ſorrows. 


For men ſhall be lovers of their own 2 Tim. 
ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſ-—- 


phemers, diſobedient to parents, unthank- 


tu], unholy. 


For there are many unruly and vain Tit. 1. 
talkers and deceivers, eſpecially they of“ 


the circumciſion, whoſe mouths muſt be 


ſtopped, who ſubvert whole houſes, teach- 


ing. things which they ought not, for 
filthy lucre's ſake. 


But there were falſe prophets alſo among a Pet. a. 


the people, even as there ſhall be falſe 
teachers among you, who privily ſhall 
bring in damnable hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themſelves ſwift deſtruction. And many 
ſhall follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon 
of whom, the way of truth ſhall be evil 
ſpoken of. And through covetouſneſs ſhall 
they with feigned words make merchandize 
of you; whoſe judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their damnation 


G 2 ſlumbereth 
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16. 
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14. 20. 


Ver. 30, 
to 33. 
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llumbereth not: having eyes full of adul- 
tery, and that cannot ceaſe from ſin; 
beguiling unſtable ſouls; an heart they 
have exerciſed with covetous practices; 
curſed children, who have forſaken the 
right way, and are gone aſtray, following 
the way of Baalam the ſon of Beſor, who 
loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs. 

Woe unto them, for they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and run greedily after 
the errors of Baalam for reward, and pe- 
riſhed in the gain- ſaying of Core. Theſe 
are murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own luſts, and their mouth ſpeaketh 
great ſwelling words, having mens perſons 
in admiration, becauſe of advantage. 

Q. Ought there to be any order in the 
church of God ? 

A. Let all things be done decently and 
in order. 

Q. What good order is ; preſcribed in \the 
church concerning preachers ? Is it fit that 
only one or two ſpeak ;, or may more, if moved 
 thereunto ? 

A. If any thing be revealed to another 
that ſitteth by, let the firſt hold his peace: 
for ye may all propheſy one by one, that 
all may learn, and all may be comforted. 
And the ſpirits of the prophets are ſubject 
to the prophets: for God is not the author 
of confuſion, but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the ſaints, 

Q. 1s 
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Q. Is there any promiſe that daughters, 
as well as ſons, ſhall propheſy under the 
goſpel ? 

A. And it ſhall come to paſs afterwards, Jorl 2. 
that I will pour out of my ſpirit upon all? 
fleſh, and your ſons and your daughters 
ſhall propheſy ; your old men ſhall dream 
dreams, your young men ſhall ſee viſions. 

Q. V this promiſe fulfilled, and to be ful- 
filled ? 

A. But this is that which was ſpoken by Acts 2. 
the prophet Joel: And it ſhall come to paſs ** 77: 
in the laſt days, faith God, I will pour out 
of my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons 
and your daughters ſhall propheſy; and 
your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your 
9 old men ſhall dream dreams. 

Q. J there any ſuch inſtance of old in the 
] ſcriptures ? | 

| A. And the ſame man had four daugh- 4 21. 

I ters, virgins, which did propheſy. 1 
5 Q. But may all women ſpeak, or are any 
7 commanded to keep filence in the church? 

A. Let your women keep ſilence in the 1 Cor, 
9 church; for it is not permitted unto them . | 
| to ſpeak, but they are commanded to be 
a 't under obedience; as alſo faith the law, and 

if they will learn any thing, let them aſk 
0 Y their huſbands at home; for it is a ſhame 
1 for women to ſpeak in the church. 
5 Let the women learn in ſilence with all 1 Tim. 
2 ſubjection. But I ſuffer not a woman to 12. 
G 3 teach, 
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John 4. 


I 
teach, or uſurp authority over the man, 
but to be in ſilence. 

Q. The firſt of theſe ſeems only to relate to 
women that have huſbands : what comes 0 
them that have none? Tye ſecond ſpeaks no- 
thing of the church, but only that ſhe ought 
not to uſurp authority over the man : Hath 
this no limitation? Doth not the ſame apoſtle 
give directions, how women that ſpeak ſhould 
behave themſelves in the church? 

A. Every man praying or propheſying, 
having his head covered, diſhonoureth his 
head. But every woman that prayeth or 
propheſieth with her head uncovered, diſ- 
honoureth her head; for that is even all 
one as if ſhe were ſhaven. 


Col PN X. 


Concerning WORSs HI p. 


Wwe. HAT is the worſhip that is ac- 
ceptable to God? 
A. But the hour cometh, and now 1s, 


3 24 when the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip 


the Father in ſpirit and in truth; for the 
Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. God 
is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, 
mult worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 
Q. Seeing prayer is a part * went 
when ought we to pray? 
A. And he 260k. a parable unto them 
ro 
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to this end, that men ought always to Lake 


pray, and not to faint. 3 
Pray without ceaſing. 5. 17. 
Q. Hath God no reſpect to the manner of 

calling upon him? 


A. For there is no difference between Rom. 
the Jew and the Greek; for the ſame Lord 
over all, is rich unto all that call upon him, 

Q. Doth God hear the prayers of all that 
call upon him? 

A. The Lord is nigh unto all them that Palm 
call upon him, to all that call upon him. **? 
in truth. | 

The Lord is far from the wicked; but Prov. 
he heareth the prayer of the righteous. 77 

Now we know that God heareth not ſin- John g. 
ners; but if any man be a worſhipper of?“ 
God, and doth his will, him he heareth. 

And this is the confidence that we have 1 John 
in him, that if we aſk any thing according“ * 
to his will, he heareth us. 

Q. After what manner doth the apoſtle de- 
clare he will pray ? 

A. What is it then? I will pray with the 1 Cor. 
ſpirit, and I will pray with the underſtand. '* 75? 
ing alſo : I will ling with the ſpirit, and I 
will ſing with the underſtanding allo. 

Q. Muſt we then pray always in the ſpirit ? 

A. Praying always, with all prayer, and Frh. 6. 
ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watching " 
thereunto with all perſeverance, and ſup- 
plication for all ſaints, 

- {of 8 Q. Since 
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Q. Since we are commanded to pray aways 
in it, can wwe do it of our own ſelves, without 


the Help thereof? 
A. Likewiſe the ſpirit alſo helpeth our 


26, 27. infirmities; for we know not what we 


1 Cor. 
12. 3. 


Jer 5. 


2 


ſhould pray for as we ought; but the ſpirit 
itſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. And he that 
ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the 
mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he maketh in- 
terceſſion for the ſaints according to the 
will of God. 

Q. I perceive, that without the leadings 
and help of the ſpirit, prayers are altogether 
unprofitable : may not a man truly utter thoſe 
things that are ſpiritual, without the ſpirit's 
offiſtance * 

A. Wherefore give you to underſtand, 
that no man ſpeaking by the ſpirit of God, 
calleth Jeſus accurſed; and that no man 


can ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Q. This is ſtrange; it ſeems the ſpirit is 
much more neceſſary than many called Chriſ- 
tians ſuppoſe it to be; ſome of which can 


ſearce, give a good account whether they have 


it, or want it: but if a man ſpeak things true 
upon the matter, are they not true as from 
bim, if ſpoken without the ſpirit ? | 
A. And though they ſay, the Lord liv- 
eth, ſurely they {wear falſly. 
Q. 4 75 apparent from all theſe ſcriptures, 
that 
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a, 
hat the true worſhip of God is in the ſpirit ; 
and as it is not limited to a certain place, nei- 
ther to any certain time, what fhall we think 


of them that plead for the obſervation of cer- 


tain days ? 


A. But now, after that ye have known Gal. 4. 
God, or rather, are known of God, how en“ 


turn ye again to the weak and beggarly | 
elements, whereunto ye deſire again to be 
in bondage? Ye obſerve days, and months, 
and times, and years. I am afraid of you, 
leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in 
vain, 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat 
or drink, or in reſpect of an holy day, or 
of the new moon, or of the ſabbath-day, 
which are a ſhadow of things to come; 


but the body is of Chriſt. 


Seeing it is ſo, may not ſome Chriſtians 


as lawfully efteem all days alike, as others m 


efteem ſome days above another; what rule 


giveth the apoſile in this caſe ? 


Col, 24 


16, 17. 


A. One man eſteemeth one day above Rom. | 


another ; another eſteemeth every day 
alike : let every man be fully perſuaded 


in his own mind. He that regardeth the 


day, regardeth 1t unto the Lord ; and he 


that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 


doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth 
to the Lord; for he giveth God thanks; 
and he that eateth not, to the Lord he 
eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 


Q. But 
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Q. But is it not convenient and neceſſary, 
Hats there be a day ſet apart to meet. aud 
p God in? Did not the apoſtles: umd 
-. primitive Chriſtians uſe to meet upon the Firſt 


day of the week, to make their collections, and 
to worſhip 8 


x Gor. A. Now concerning the collection for 
16. 252. the ſaints, as I have given order to the 


churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon 
the firſt day of the week, let every one 
of you lay by him in ſtore, as Gad hath 


proſpered him, that * be. no e 
end I come. | 


otitis 3 © „ <0 


Euncerning BAT ISM and 7 
and WIN X. 


rb. EE Queſt. # O many Lapfiſiis are there ? 


x Pet. 
21, 22. 


A. One Lord, one. th; one 
baptiſm. | 


Q. What is the baptiſm ? 

A. The hke figure, whereunto even 
baptiſm doth now ſave us, (not the putting 
away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer 
of a good conſcience towards God) by the 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt; who is gone 
into heaven, and is on the right hand of 
God; angels and authorities, and Powers, 
deing made ſubject unto him. | 

Q. What faith John the Baptiſt of Chriſt s 


* ? How AN he it from PLS Bo ; 
*. 


Js 


1 

ff, iS indeed baptize you with water unto my 
repentance 3; but he that cometh after me, 
is mightier than 1, whoſe ſhoes I am not 
wor thy to bear, he ſhall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. 

Q. Doth not Chriſt ſo diſtinguiſb it alſo ? 

A. And being aſſembled together with Att 11. 
them, commanded them that they ſhould “ 5 
not depart from Jerufalem; but wait for 
the promiſe of the Father, which, ſaith he, 
ye have heard of me. For John truly bap- 
tized with water, but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence. 

Q. Doth not the e 1 alſo obſerve 
this ? 

A. And as began to a the Holy Ch. 11. 
Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the begin- '” ** 
ning. Then remembered I the word of the 
Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed bap- 
tized with water; but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. 

, Then it ſeems John's baptiſm muſt poſs 
away, that Chriſt's may tate place; becarſe 
John muſt decreaſe, that Chriſt may increaſe. 

A. He muſt increaſe, but I muſt de- John 3. 
creaſe, ws 

Q. I perceive then, many may be ſpriakled 
with, and dipped and baptized in water, and 
yet not truly baptized with the baptiſm of 
Chrift : M hat are the real effects in ſuch 
4 are truly baptized with the baptiſin of 
Chrijt ? | | 


A. Know 
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Gal. 2. 
27. 


Col. 2. 
12. 


1 Cor. 
11. 23, 


245 25. 


7 ] 

A. Know ye not, that ſo many of us as 
were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were bap- 
tized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptiſm into death, 
that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo 
we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. 

For as many of you as have been bap- 
tized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 

Buried with him in baptiſm, wherein 
alſo ye are riſen with him, through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raiſed him from the dead. 

Q. I perceive there was a baptiſm of water, 
which was John's baptiſm, and is therefore 
by Fohn himſelf contra - diſtinguiſhed from 
Chriſt's: Was there not likewiſe ſomething 
of the like nature appointed by Chriſt to his 
diſciples, of eating bread, and drinking wine, 
in remembrance of him. | 

A. For I have received of the Lord, 
that which I alſo delivered unto vou, that 
the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 


he was betrayed, took bread ; and when 


he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body which is 
broken for you; this do in remembrance 
of me. After the ſame manner alſo he 
took the cup, when he had ſupped, ſay- 
ing, This cup is the. new teſtament in my 
blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 


Q. How 


E 


Q. How long was this to continue ? 

A. For as often as ye eat this bread, 1 Cor. 
and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's 2. 
death till he come. | 

Q. Did Chriſt promiſe to come again to his 
diſciples ? - 5 

A. I will not leave you comfortleſs ; I John 
will come to you. Jeſus anſwered and faid 23. 2 
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 
my words, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him. | 

Q. Was this an inward coming? | 

A. At that day ye ſhall know that I am john 
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. + 20. 

Q. But it would ſeem, this was even prac- 
tiſed by the church of Corinth, after Chriſt 
was come inwardly : Was it fo, that there 
were certain appointments poſitively command- 
ed, yea, and zealoufly and conſcientiouſly prac- 
tiſed by the ſaints of old, which were not of 
perpetual continuance, nor yet now needful to 
be prafliſed in the church? 

A. If then your Lord and Maſter have John 
waſhed your feet, ye ought alſo to waſh 13.“ 
one another's teet. For I have given you 
an example. that you ſhould do as I have 
done to you. 

For it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt ae: 15. 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater ** 29. 
burthen than theſe neceſſary things ; that 
ye abſtain” from meats offered to idols, and 
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Rom: 
14. 17. 


16. 20, 
bo 22. 


Col. 2. 


( 74 ] 
gam blood, and from things ſtrangled, 
and from fornication; from which if ye 
keep yourſelves, ye ſhall do well : fare ye 
well. 

Is any man ſick among you? Let him 
call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 

Q. Theſe commands are no leſs poſitive 
than the other , yea, ſome of them are aſſerted 
as the very ſenſe of the Holy Ghoſt, as no leſs 
neceſſary than abſtaining from fornication, and 


yet the generality of Proteſtants have laid 


them afide, as not of perpetual continuance : 
But what other ſcriptures are there, to ſhew 
that it is not neceſſary, that of bread and wine 
to continue ? 
A. For the kingdom of God is not meat 
or drink; but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. | 
Let no man therefore judge you in meat 
or drink, or in reſpect of an holy day, or 


of the new moon, or of the ſabbath days. 


Wherefore if ye be dead with Chriſt ova 
the rudiments of the world; why, 
though living in the world, are ye ſubject 
to ordinances? (Touch not, taſte not, 
handle not: which all are to periſh with 
the uſing) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men. 

Q. Theſe ſcriptures are very plain, and ſc 
as much for the aboliſhing of this, as to 2 
neceſſity, 


( 
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neceſſity, as ought can be alledged for the 
former : but what is the bread then, where- 


with the ſaints are to be nouriſhed ? 


A. Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, Jebn 6. 


verily, I ſay unto you, Moſes gave you not 35. and 
that bread from heaven; but my Father 4% © 


giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
For the bread of God 1s he which comes 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world. Then ſaid they unto him, 
Lord, evermore give us this bread. And 
Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the bread of 
life; he that cometh to me ſhall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me ſhall 
never thirſt : I am that bread of hfe. Your 
fathers did eat manna in the wilderneſs, 
and are dead. This 1s the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof and not die. I am the 
living bread, which came down from hea- 
ven ; it any man eat of this bread, he ſhall 


hve for ever; and the bread, that I will 


give him, is my fleſh, which I will give 
for the life of the world. The Jews 
therefore ſtrove among themſelves, ſaying, 
How can this man give us his fleſh to 
eat? Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto you, Except ye eat the 
fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo 
eateth my Reſh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up 
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N 
at the laſt day. For my fleſn is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed: 
he that eateth my fleſn, and drinketh m 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As 
the living Father hath ſent me, and I live 
by the Father, ſo he that eateth me, even 
he ſhall ive by me. This is that bread * 
which came down from heaven : not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: 
he that eateth of this bread, ſhall live for 
ever. 


CHAP; XII. 


Concerning the LIFE of a CHRISTIAN, 


in general, what and how it ought to 
be in this world. 


Queſt. JW AT ts true religion? 

A. Pure religion and un- 
defiled is this, to vilit the fatherleſs and 
the widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himſelf unſpotted from the world. 

. What is required of man? 

Fa He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, bur to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ? 

But to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and 
trembles at my word, 

Q Doth God then require people to be 

Duakers, 


| 


ET] 


uakers, to tremble at his word? Was there 
any ſuch among the ſaints of old? 

A. Then were aſſembled unto me every Ezra 9. 
one that trembled at the words of the God “ 
of Hrael. > 

Now therefore let us make a covenant Ezra 10. 
with our God, to put away all the wives, * 
and ſuch as are born of them, according to 
the counſel of my Lord, and of thofe that 
tremble at the commandment of our God. 

Q. It ſeems Ezra loved well, and had a 
high eſteem of Quakers, ſince he would have 
their counſel followed : Do any other of the 
prophets point out Quakers, or Tremblers, as 
God's people? 

A. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 1. 66. 
tremble at his word: your brethren that“ 
hated you, that caſt you out for my name's 
ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified ; but 
he ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall 
be aſhamed. 

And it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a Jer. 32. 
praiſe and an honour before all the nations ” 
of the earth, which ſhall hear all the good 
that I do unto them; and they ſhall fear 
and tremble for all the goodneſs, and for 
all the proſperity that I procure unto it. 

Q. The prophets promiſed good things there 
to Quakers: What becometh of thoſe that 
tremble not, and are not ſuch ? 

A. Hear now this, O fooliſh people ! Jer. 5. 
and without underſtanding, which have *” *** 
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at the laſt day. For my flcſh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed: 
he that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh m 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As 
the living Father hath ſent me, and I live 
by the F athe r, ſo he that eateth me, even 
he ſhall live by me. This 1s that bread 
which came down from heaven : not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead : 
he that eateth of this bread, ſhall live for 
ever. 


CO .HiA'P..XHI. 


Concerning the LITE of a CHRISTIAN, 
in general, what and how it ought to 
be in this world. 


Queſt. JH AT 1s true religion? 

A. Pure religion and un- 
defiled i ls this, to viſit the fatherleſs and 
the widows in their affliction, and to keep 
himſelf unſpotted from the world. 

. What is required of man? 
Fa He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy, 


and to walk humbly with thy God ? 


But to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, ' and 
trembles at my word, 

Q Doth God then require people to be 

Quakers, 


1 


Duakers, to tremble at his word? Was there 
any ſuch among the ſaints of old? 

A. Then were afſembled unto me every Fzra 9. 
one that trembled at the words of the God “ 
of Hrael. 

Now therefore let us make a covenant Ezra 10. 
with our God, to put away all the wives, 5 
and ſuch as are born of them, according to 
the counſel of my Lord, and of thoſe that 
tremble at the commandment of our God. 

Q. It ſeems Ezra loved well, and had a 
high eſteem of Quakers, ſince he would have 
their counſel followed : Do any other of the 
prophets point out Puakers, or Tremblers, as 
God *s people! 

A. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that 1. 66. 
tremble at his word : your brethren that * 
hated you, that caſt you out for my name's 
ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glorified ; but 
he ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall 
be aſhamed. 

And it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a Jer. 3% 
praiſe and an honour before all the nations ” 
of the earth, which ſhall hear all the good 
that I do unto them; and they ſhall fear 
and tremble for all the goodneſs, and for 
all the proſperity that I procure unto it. 

Q. The prophets promiſed good things there 
to Quakers: What becometh of thoſe that 
tremble not, and are not ſuch ? 

A. Hear now this, O fooliſh people ! Jer. 5. 

and without underſtanding, which have *” *** 
. H 3 eyes, 


iin 
eyes, and ſee not; which have ears, and 
hear not: fear ye not me, ſaith the Lord; 


will ye not tremble at my preſence? &c. 
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Q. Are then all God's children Quakers ? 
And are we commanded to quake or tremble, 
in order to our ſalvation, both under the law, 
and now under the goſpel ? 

A. Serve the Lord with fear, and re- 
ms with trembling. 

I make a decree, that in every domi- 


nion of my kingdonf, men fear and trem- 
ble before the God of Daniel; for he is 


the living God, and ſtedfaſt for ever. 

Work out your own ſalvation with fear 
and trembling. 

Q. What are the chief commandments ? 

A. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the firſt 
and great commandment, and the ſecond 
is like unto it: thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. On theſe two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets. 

Q. What ought a Chriſtian to ſeek after in 
the firſt place ? | 

A. Seck ye firſt the kingdom of God 
and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
ſhall be added unto you. 


Q. How ought Chriſtians to behave them- 
ſetves in this world ? 


A. But this J ſay, brethren, the time is 
* : It remaineth, that both they that 


have 


12 
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have wives, be as though they had none; 
and they that weep, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as though they 
rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though 
they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this 
world, as not abuſing it; for the faſhion 
of this world paſſeth away. 

Q. What faith the apoſtle Paul further, 


as that which is fit for Chriſtian men and 
women to be found in? 


A. I will therefore that men pray every 1 Tim. 
where, lifting up holy hands without wrath = * 


and doubting. In like manner alſo, that 
women adorn themſelves in modeſt appa- 
rel, with ſhame - facedneſs and ſobricty: 
not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, 
or coſtly array ; but ( which becometh 
women profeſſing godlineſs) with good 
works. 

Q. I obſerve the apeſtle is much againſt 
the vanity and ſuperfiuity of cloaths among 


, Chriſtians * what ſaith Peter to this? 
A. Whoſe adorning, let it not be that pet. 3. 
outward adorning of plaiting the lair, or » + 


wearing of gold, or of putting on of ap- 
parel : but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible; even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which 1s in the fight of God of great price. 

Q. The apoſile is very plain there : but 
what ſaith the ſcripture, as to reſpect of per- 
fons among Chriſtians f 


A. My 


2. I, tO 
Ye 
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A. My brethren, have not the faith of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of glory, 
with reſpect of perſons. For if there come 
unto your aſſembly a man with a gold 
ring, in goodly apparel ; and there come 
in alſo a poor man in vile raiment ; and 
ye have reſpect to him that weareth the 
gay cloathing, and ſay unto him, Sit thou 
here in a good place; and ſay to the poor, 
Stand thou there, or fit here under niy 
foot-ſtool : are ye not then partial in 
yourſelves, and are become judges of evil 
thoughts ? Hearken my beloved brethren, 
hath not God choſen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom, which he hath promiſed to them that 
love him? But ye have deſpiſed the poor. 
Do not rich men oppreſs you, and draw 
you before the judgment-ſeat ? Do they 
not blaſpheme that worthy name by the 
which ye are called ? If ye fulfil the royal 
law, according to the ſcripture, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well : 
but if ye have reſpect to perſons, ye com- 
mit fin, and are convinced of the law as 
tranſgreſſors. 


Q. Though that be indeed ſufficient to re- 


prove the different ranks among C briſtians, 


upon the account of riches or birth; yet is 
there not a relative reſpect among Chriſtians, 
as betwixt maſter and ſervant : what admo- 
nition gives the apoſtle in this caſe ? 

A, Servants, 


81 ] 

A. Servants, be obedient to them that Eph. 6. 
are your maſters, according to the fleſn, * 7 
with fear and trembling, in ſingleneſs of 
your heart, as unto Chriſt : not with eye- | 
ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants 1 
of Chrilt, doing the will of God from the 
heart ; with good- will doing ſervice, as | 

to the Lord, and not to men: knowing . 
that whatſoever good thing any man doth, - | 
the ſame ſhall he receive ot the Lord, whe- | 
ther he be bond or free. And ye maſters, 
do the ſame things unto them, forbearing 
threatening, Knowing that your maſter alſo 
is in heaven; neither is there reſpect of 
perſons with him. 

Servants, obey in all things your makers, Col.. 3 
according to the fleſh, not with eye-ſer- 33 - 
vice, as men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of 2 
heart, fearing God : and whatſoever ye | 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men ; knowing that of the Lord ye 
ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance ; 
for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt. But he that 
doeth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done; and there is no re- 
ſpect of perſons. 

Maſters, give unto your ſervants that Cel. 4. "if 
which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye | 
alſo have a maſter in heaven. 

Let as many ſervants as are under the = Tim. 
yoke, count their own maſters worthy of * © 
all honour ; that the name of God, 2 

18. 
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his doctrine, be not blaſphemed. And they 


that have believing maſters, let them not 
deſpiſe them, becauſe they are brethren; 


but rather do them ſervice, becauſe they 


are faithful and beloved partakers of the 
benefit. Theſe things teach and exhort. 

Exhort ſervants to be obedient unto 
their own maſters, and to pleaſe them well 
in all things; not anſwering again, not 
purloining, but ſhewing all good fidelity; 
that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
in all things. 

Servants, be ſubject to your maſters with 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but alſo to the froward : for this 1s thank- 
worthy, if a man for conſcience toward 
God endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully : 
For what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, ye ſhall take it patiently ? 
But if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye 
take it patiently ; this is acceptable with 
God. For even hereunto were ye called, be- 
cauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us 


an example, that ye ſnould follow his ſteps. 


Q. bat good admonitions give the ſcrip- 
ture, as to the relation betwixt parents and 
children ? 

A. Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. Honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother (which is the firſt 
commandment with promiſe) that it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayſt live 


long 


r 


1 
long on the earth. And ye fathers, pro- 
voke not your children to wrath; but 
bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. 

Children, obey your parents in all col. 3. 
things; for this is well-pleaſing unto the?“ 
Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children 
to anger, leſt they be diſcouraged. 

Q. What between huſbands and doi ves? 

A. Wives, ſubmit yourſelves unto your Eph. 5. 
own huſbands, as unto the Lord. For the 2. 4 
huſband is the head of the wife, even as 28. 31. 
Chriſt is the head of the church; and he 
is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as 
the church is ſubject unto Chriſt, ſo let the 
wives be to their own huſbands in every 
thing. Huſbands, love your wives, even 
as Chriſt loved the church, and gave him- 
ſelf for it ; ſo ought men to love their 


wives as their own bodies ; he that loveth 


his wife, loveth himſelf. For this cauſe 
ſhall a man leave his father and mother, 
and ſhall be joined unto his wite, and they 
two ſhall be one fleſh, Nevertheleſs, let 


every one of you in particular ſo love his 


wife, even as himſelf; and the wife ſee 
that ſhe reverence her huſband. 

Huſbands, love your wives, and be not Col. 3. 
bitter againſt them. = 

Likewiſe, ye wives, be ſubject unto your 1 Pet. 3. 
own huſbands ; that if any obey not the“ 7. 
word, they alſo may without the , 

e 
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be won by the converſation of the wives, 
while they behold your chaſte converſation 
coupled with fear. Likewiſe ye huſbands, 
dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wite, as unto the 
weaker veſſel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, that your prayers be 
not hindered. 
| Q. What is the armour of a true Chriſtian, 
1 and wherewith ought he to wreſtle ? 
| | | Eph. 6. A. Put on the whole armour of God, 
FUE 3; chat ye may be able to ſtand againſt the 
| If wiles of the Devil: for we wreſtle not 
againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt prin-- 
cipalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſs in high places. Where- 
fore take unto you the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to withſtand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to ſtand. 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breaſt- 
plate of righteouſneſs, and your feet ſhod 
with the preparation A the goſpel of peace: 
above all, taking the ſhield of taith, where- 
with ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. And take the 
helmet of ſalvation, and the {word of the 
ſpirit, which is the word of God. | 
Q. What are Chriſtians weapons, and for 
what end ? 
A. For though we walk in the fleſh, we 
do 


| 


ot Ha... 
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do not war after the fleſh; for the weapons 2 Cor. 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 4, 3. 
through God, to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds, caſting down imaginations, 

and every high thing, that exalteth itſelf 
againſt the knowledge of God, and bring- 

ing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt, 

Q. Ought firife and . envy to be among 
Chriſtians ? 

A. Who is a wiſe man, and endued with James 
knowledge amongſt you ? Let him ſhew wk 
out of a good converſation, his works 
with meekneſs of wiſdom. But if ye have 
bitter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, 
glory not, and he not againſt the truth. 

This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, 

but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſn. For where 
envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion ard 
every evil work. But the wiſdom that is 
from above, 1s firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocriſy. And the fruit of 
righteouſneſs is ſown in Per of them that 
make peace, 

Q. Ougbt wars to be among ee. ? 
From whence proceed they ? | 
A. From whence come wars and Geht- James 
ings among you? Come they not hence, “. 
even from your luſts, that war in your 
members? Ye luſt, and have not; ye kill, 


I and 


Mat. 5. 
39˙ 


Luke 6. 
275 to 


29s 
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and deſire to have, and cannot obtain; ye 
fight and war, yet ye have not, becauſe ye 
alk not. 5 

Q. bat ſaith Chriſt even of defenſive war ? 

A. But I fay unto you, that ye reſiſt not 
evil; but whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other alſo. 

But I ſay unto you which hear, Love 
your enemies; do good to them which 
hate you : bleſs them that curſe you, and 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, 
And unto him that ſmiteth thee on the one 
cheek, offer alio the other; and him that. 
taketh away thy cloak, forbid not to take 
thy coat alſo. | 

Q: What ſaith the apoſtles 2? 

A. Recompenſe no man evil for evil. 

Not rendering evil for evi}, or railing 
for railing; but contrarywiſe, bleſſing ; 
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that 
ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing. 

See that none render evil for evil unto 
any man; but ever follow that which is 
good, both among yourſelves, and to all 
men. 

Q. IL was lawful of old to feear , and 
an oath for confirmation was to them an end 
of all ſtrife : Is it not lawful for Chriſtians 
alſo to ſwear *. 

A. Again, ye have heard that it hath 
been ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt 
not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhalt perform unto 


the 


CO 1 

the Lord thine oaths. But I ſay unto you, 
Swear not at all; fnieither by heaven, for it 
is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is 
his footſtool; neither by Jeruſalem, for it 
is the city of the great King: neither 
ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou 
canſt not make one hair white or black. 
But let your communication be yea, yea; 
nay, nay; for whatſoever is more than 
theſe, cometh of evil. 

But above all things, my brethren, ſwear nn 
not ; neither by heaven, neither by the“ 
earth, neither by any other oath ; but let 
your yea be yea, and your nay, nay ; leſt 
ye fall into condemnation. 

Q. J it fit for Chriſtians or believers to 5 
receive carnal and worialy honour one from | 
another ? 

A. How can ye believe which receive John 5. 
honour one of another, and ſeek not the“ 
honour that cometh from God only ? 


Q. Doth God allow us to give flattering 
titles to men ? 

A. Let me not, I pray you, accept any Job 32. 
man's perſon ; neither let me give flatter- * 
ing titles unto man: for I know not to 
give flattering titles; in ſo doing my 
Maker would toon take me away. 


Q. What ſbould we ſay to ſuch as quarrel 
with us for ſpeaking proper ſound words, as 
thou to one, you to many; which is Chriſt $ 
and the ſaints language in ſcripture. 


I 2 1 


1 Tim. 


6. 35 4+ 
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A. If any man teach otherwiſe, and 
conſent not to whollome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
the doctrine which 1s according to godli- 
neſs ; he is proud, knowing nothing, but 


doting about queſtions and ſtrifes of words, 


whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil 


2 Tim. 
1. 13. 


Joh. 13. 
34s 35 · 


8 Joh. 15. 


12. 17. 


Eph. &o 
1, 2. 


3 Joh. 4. 


20, 21. 


ſurmiſings. 

Hold faſt the form of ſound words, 
which thou haſt heard of me, in faith and 
love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Q. What is the great commandment given 
by Chriſt to his diſciples, as that which even 


dectareth them to be ſuch, and is alſo prejed rr 


by his apoſiles ? 

A. A new comnanduicnr I give unto 
you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye allo love one another. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 

This is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you. Thele 


things I command you, That ye love one 


another. 

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children; and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo 
hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for 
us, an offering and a facrifice to God for 
a ſweet ſmelling favour. 

If any man fay, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a har; for he that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, 
how 


| 
| [ 89 J 

AY how can he love God whom he hath not 
ſeen ? And this commandment have we 


from him, T hat he who loveth God, loveth 
| his brother alſo. 


Q. Is humility very needful to Chriſtians ? 

I hat like muſt we be ere we can enter the 
| kingdom? 
| A. And Jeſus ſaid, Verily, verily, I ſay Mat. 18. 
unto you, except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye ſhall not enter - 
into the kingdom of heaven. Whoſoever 
therefore ſhall humble himſelf as this little 
child, the ſame is greateſt in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Q. Ought Chriſtians to lord over one ano- 
ther? What rule giveth Chriſt in this caſe ? 

A. But Jeſus called them unto him, Mat. 20x 
and ſaid, Ye know that the princes of the 28. 
Gentiles exerciſe domynion over them: 
and they that are great, exerciſe authority 
upon them. But it ſhall not be ſo among 
you ; but whoſoever will be great among 
you, let him be your miniſter ; and who- 
ſoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your ſervant : even as the Son of Man 
came not to be miniſtered unto, but to 
miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom 
for many. 
| Q. How then are Chriſtians in this world? 

A. Behold, I ſend you forth as ſheep in Mat. o-. 
the midſt of wolves ; be ye therefore wiſe 16. 
as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves, 


I 3 Go 
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Lake Go your ways; behold, I ſend you forth 


40. 3% 28 lambs among wolves. 


Q. Are wwe then to expect affition and 
| perſecution here? 
Mat. w. A. And ye ſhall be hated of all men * 


Mark my name's fake ; but he that endureth to 
13. 13. the end ſhall be faved. 


Luke 


22 19. And ye ſhall be hated of all men for my 
name's lake. 

John 15. It the world hate you, ye know that it 

18, 19. hated me before it hated you; if ye were 
of the world, the world would love his 
own; but ! have choſen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you. 

. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, 

33} thatin me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye ſhall have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world. 

2 Tim. And all that live godly in Chriſt 

3- 4 Jeſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution. 

Q. Ought we Als to fear perſecution ? 

Mat. 10. A. Fear them not which Kill the body, 

a8. hut are not able to kill the foul ; but ra- 

ther tear him who 1s able to deſtroy both 

foul and body in hell. 

And I ſay unto you, my friends, be not 

3. afraid of them that kill the body, and after 
that, have no more that they can do. But 
I will fore warn you whom you ſhall fear: 
fear him which, after he hath killed, hath 


power to caſt into hell, yea, I lay unto 
you, fear him. 


Q- a. 
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Q. Wheat advantage is to them that fi uſer” 
perſecution cheerfully, and. hazard to them 
that ſbun it? 

A. Bleſſed are they which are perſecuted Mat. 5. 
for righteouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

But if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, f Pet. 3. 
happy are ye; and be not afraid of their '+ 
terror, neither be troubled. 

Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs me be- Mat 70. 
fore men, him will I confeſs alſo before my 32.1 

Father which is in heaven. But whoſoever 3 — 
ſhall deny me before men, him will I alſo 
deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
He that loveth father or mother more than 
me, 1s not worthy of me. And he that 
taketh not his croſs, and followeth after me, 
is not worthy of me. He that findeth his 
life ſhall loſe it, and he that loſeth his life 
tor my ſake, ſhall find it 

Alſo I ſay unto rd Whoſoever ſhall Luke 
confeſs me before men, him ſhall the Son“ * 
of Man alſo confeſs before the angels of 
God. But he that denies me before men, 
mall be denied before the angels of God. 

Then ſaid Jeſus unto his diſciples, If any Mat. 56. 
man will come after me, let him deny *? = 
himſelf, and take up his croſs, and follow 
me. For whoſoever will fave his life ſhall 
loſe it, and whoſoever will loſe his life for 
my ſake, ſhall find it. 


It we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him) = Th. 
TOES 
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if we deny him, he will alſo deny us. 

It any come to me, and hate not his 
father and mother, and wife and children, 
and brethren and niſters, yea, and his own 
life, he cannot be my diſciple. 

And he ſaid to them all, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and 
take up his croſs daily and tollow me. For 
whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it; 
but whoſoever will loſe his life for my 
ſake, the ſame ſhall ſave it. 

And when he had called the people to 
him, with his diſciples alſo, he ſaid unto 
them, Whoſoever will come after me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs 
and follow me. For whoſoever will ſave 
his life, ſhall loſe it; but whoſoever ſhall 
loſe his life for my fake and the goſpel, 
the ſame ſhall fave it. 

Q. There is nothing more certain, accord- 
ing to theſe ſcriptures, than that Chriſtians 
muſt ſuffer perſecution in this world, even in 
their perſons and eſtates; but ſhall they not 

alſo ſuffer in their good names, in being ac- 
counted blaſphemers, hereticks, and deceivers ? 

Mat. 10. A. The diſciple is not above his maſter, 
24, 25, nor the ſervant above his Lord. It is 
enough for the diſciple, that he be as his 
Maſter, and the ſervant, as his Lord. If 
they have called the Maſter of the houſe 
Beelzebub; how much more ſhall they 
call them of his houſhold? 


Bleſſed 


—— —— . 
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Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, ! Mats . 
and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner 
of evil againſt you falſly for my ſake. 

Then they ſuborned men which ſaid, We At 6. 
have heard him ſpeak blaſphemous words '” 
againſt Moſes and againſt God. And they 
ſtirred up the people, and the elders, and 
the ſcribes, and came upon him, and 
caught him, and brougy him to the 
council, 

And when they found them not, they As »7. 
drew Jaſon, and certain brethren, to the 
rulers of the city, crying, Theſe that have 
turned the world upſide down, are come 
hither alſo. a 

But this I confeſs unto thee, that ter Acts 24. 
the way which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip ““ 

I the God of my fathers ; believing all 
things which are written in the law and 

the prophets. 

heing defamed, we intreat ; we are made f. 
as the filth of the world, and are the © © 
off-ſcouring of all things unto this day. 

By honour and diſhonour, by evil re- N 
port and good report, as deceivers, and © 
yer true. 

Q. It is eaſily apparent from what is men- 
tioned, that Chriſtians are to expect perſecu- 
tion and tribulation ; and that they are always 
the ſheep, and never the wolves , the perſe- 
cuted, and never the perſecutors ; the offlifted, 
and not the affiifters, the * and 

not 
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Mat. 5. 


(94). 
not the reproachers : Is it not fit then that 
Chriſtians be fo far from perſecuting others, 
that they ought io pray for their perſecutors ? 
Is this Chriſt's command? 


A. But ] ſay unto you, Love your ene- 
mies; bleſs them that curſe you, do good 


to them that hate you, and pray for them 


which deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you. 
Q. Was this Chriſt's own practice? 
A. Then ſaid Jeſus, Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do, &c. 
Q. I Chriſt herein to be our example ? 


A. For even hereunto were ye called, 


becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, jeaving 
us an example, that ye ſhould follow his 
ſteps, who did no ſin, neither was guile 


found in his mouth: who, when he was 


reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuf- 


fered, he threatened not, but committed 


himſelf unto hin that judgeth righteouſly. 


Q. IL there an inſtance of any ſaint in ſcrip- 


| ture who followed his example herein? 
Ads 7. 


A. And he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this ſin 
to their charge, &c. 

QI appears by all theſe ſcriptures, that 
Chriſtianity conſiſteth in the exerciſe of fear 
and trembling, humility, patience, and ſelf- 
denial : What ought we then to think of ſuch 
who place much of their religion in abſtaming 
from marriage, and certain meats ; worſhip- 


ping 


3 
ping of angels, and other ſuch ats of volun- 
tary humility * 
A. Now the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſly, 1 Tim. 
j that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart EIN 
from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
ſpirits, and doctrines of Devils; ſpeaking 
lies in hypocriſy ; having their conſcience 
feared as with a hot iron, forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abſtain from 
meats, which God hath created. to be re- 
F ceived with thankſgiving of them which 
9 believe and know the truth. 
Let no man beguile you of your re- col. 2. 
ward, in a voluntary humility, and wor- 18. 
ſhipping of angels, intruding into thoſe 
things which he hath not ſeen, vainly puft 
up by his fleſhly mind. 


C H A F. 


Concerning MAGIST RAY. 
Queſt. 7 T is the duty of a magi- © 
ſtrate ? 4 4 

A. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the rock of 2 Sam. 
Hrael ſpake to me: he that ruleth over 7 
men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God. 

Q. What do the ſcriptures ſpeak of the duty 

of ſuch as are under authority ? | 

A. Let every foul be ſubje& to the Rom. 
higher powers; for there is no power but 3.1. 


= to 5 
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of God : the powers that be, are ordained 
of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſts the 
power, reſiſts the ordinance of God; and 
they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation. For rulers are not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do 
that which 1s good, and thou ſhalt have 
praiſe of the ſame ; for he is the miniſter 
of God to thee for good. But if thou do 
that which 1s evil, be afraid ; for he bear- 
eth not the ſword in vain : for he is the 
miniſter of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doth evil. Where- 


fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for 


1 Pet. 2. 
135 to 


15. 


Rom. 
13. 6, To 


wrath, but alſo for conſcience- ſake. 

Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it be to 
the King, as ſupreme; or unto governors, 
as unto them that are ſent by him, for the 
puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe 
of them that do well, For fo is the will 
of God, that with well-doing ye may put 
to ſilence the 1gnorance of fooliſh men. 

Q. Ougbt tribute to be paid to them ? 

A. For, for this cauſe pay we tribute 
alſo, for they are God's miniſters, attend- 
ing continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute 


to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom 


cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour. 


Then 


. 


Then faith he unto them, Render there- Mat. aa. 
fore unto Cæſar the things which are Cæſar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's. 

Q. Are we obliged to obey magiſtrates in 

= /uch things as we are perſuaded in our minds 
are contrary to the commands of Chriſt ? 

A. And they called them, and com- Att 4- 
manded them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach 2% 
in the name of Jeſus. But Peter and John 
anſwered and ſaid unto them, Whether it 
be right in the ſight of God to hearken 

W unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 
For we cannot but ſpeak the things which 
we have ſeen and heard. 

And when they had brought them, they cb. 5- 
ſet them before the council, and the high 2g. * 
prieſt aſked them, ſaying, Did not we 

ſtraitly command you, that you ſhould 
not teach in his name? And behold, ye 
have filled Jeruſalem with your doctrine, 
and intend to bring this man's blood upon 
us. Then Peter and the other apoſtles 
anſwered and ſaid, We ought to obey God 
rather than men. I 2 
Q. What ought to be magiſtrates behaviour 
i ſuch caſes, according to the counſel of wiſe 
- Gamaliel ? a 
A, Then ſtood there up one in the coun- ver. 44, 


5 
e cil, a Phariſee, named Gamaliel, a doctor 35> 38, 
n of law, had in reputation among all the *” 


people, and commanded to put the apoſtles 
forth a little ſpace, and ſaid unto them, 
| Oy 
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Ye. men of Iſrael, take heed to yourſelves, 
what ye intend to do, as touching theſe 
men. And now I ſay unto you, 2 
from theſe men, and let them alone; for 
if this counſel, or this work, be of men, 
it will come to nought : but if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haply 
ye de found even to fight againſt God. 

Q. What command giveth Chriſt to bis 
| people under the goſpel, in relation to this 
| matter? How doth he hold forth their duty 
| under the parable of the tares ? 

Nut. 13. A. So the ſervants of the houſhold 
12 23, came, and ſaid unto him, Sir, didſt thou 
| not ſow good ſeed in thy field? From 
' «++ whence then hath it tares? He ſaid unto 
| 
| 
| 


them, An enemy hath done this. The ſer- 
vants ſaid unto him, Wilt thou then that 
we go and gather them up? But he ſaid, 
Nay ; leſt while ye gather up the tares, 
ye root up allo the wheat with them. 
| Q. Doth he explain theſe tares of the wick- 
1 ed, whom the godly muſt not take upon them to 
EF 1 cut off, leſt through miſtake they burt the good 3 
| | : but leave it to God, to do it by his angels ? 
| þ Ver. 38, A. The field is the world ; the good 
* ſced are the children of the kingdom ; - but 
| the tares are the children of the wicked 
Eo one: the enemy that ſowed them is the 
Devil; the harveſt is the end of the world, 
and the reapers are the angels. As chere⸗ 
fore the tares are gathered and burnt in 


the 
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the fire, ſo ſhall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man ſhall ſend forth 
his angels, and they ſhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity. 


c H A P. . 


Concerning the RESURRECTION. 
Queſt, HA T ſaith the ſcripture of the 
reſurrettion of the dead? 

A. And have hope towards God, which Ads 24. 
they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall *5* 
be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the 
Juſt and unjuſt. 

Q. To what different end ſhall the good 
be raiſed from the bad; and how are they 
thereunto reſerved ? 

A. Marvel not at this, for the hour 1s John g 
coming, in the which all that are in the ** 48. 
graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the 
reſurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the reſurrection of con- 
demnation. 

But the heavens and the earth, Which: Pet Jo 
are now, by the ſame word are kept 1 in” 
ſtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day 
of judgment, and perdition of ungodly 
Men. | 

Q. What muſt be anſwered to ſuch as aſe, 

| K 2 How 
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Hew the dead are raiſed, and wi th what 
body? 

z Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt 
is not quickened except it die. And that 
which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that 
body that ſhall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of ſome other grain. 
But God giveth it a body as it hath pleaſed 
him, and to every ſeed his own body. All 
fleſh is not the ſame fleſh ; but there is 
one kind of fleſh of men, another fleſh 
of beaſts, another of fiſhes, and another 
of birds. There are alſo celeſtial bodies, 
and bodies terreſtrial ; but the glory of the 


celeſtial is one, and the glory of the ter- 


reſtrial is another. There is one glory of 
the ſun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the ſtars; for one 


ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory. 


So alſo is the reſurrection of the dead. It 
is ſown in corruption, it 1s raiſed in incor- 
ruption: it is ſown in diſhonour, it is 
raiſed in glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, 
it is raiſed in power: it is ſown a natural 
body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a ſpiritual 
body. 

Q. The apoſtle ſeems to be very poſitive, 
that it is not that natural body, which we now 
have, that ſhall riſe ; but a rial body. 

A. Now this I ſay, brethren, that fleſh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
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God; neither doth corruption inherit in- 
corruption. Behold, I ſhew you a myſte 
we ſhall not all lleep, but we ſhall all be 
changed in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the laſt trump ; for the trum- 
pet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſ- 
ed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed. 
For this corruptible muſt put on incor- 
ruption ; and this mortal muſt put on im- 
mortality. So when this corruptible ſhall 
have put on incorruption, and this' mortal. 
ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall 
be brought to paſs the ſaying that is writ- 
ten, Death is ſwallowed up in victory: 
O death! where is thy ſting ? O grave! 
where is thy victory? 


— 
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V. 


A ſhort INTRO DVU TION to the 
Confeſſion of FAI T H. | 


F Aving thus largely and evidently per- 


u the chief part of that which I 
promiſed in this treatiſe, in giving @ 


full account of our principles in plain ſcripture 


worde, and alſo anſwering by the ſcriptures 
the chief and main objections made againſt us, 
1 come to a Confeſſion of Faith, in which 1 
Hall not be ſo large; for that J Jude e it not 
convenient io make an interpretation of all 
the ſcriptures before mentioned, which, if 
needful, the reader may eaſily obſerve, were 
not very difficult to do. But whereas a Con- 
feſſion of Faith calleth rather for an affirm- 
ative account of one's own faith, than for 
the ſolution of objettions, or any thing of de- 
bate in a diſcurſive way, which is both more 
properly and 33 performed in a Cate- 
chiſm ; therefore ] have here only done ſo. 
T am neceſſ tated ſometimes to intermix ſome 
words for coherence of the matter, as ſome- 
times and, and ſometimes theretore, and, the 
like; but not ſuch as any ingenuous perſon 
can affirm do add to the matter; or that 
may any wiſe juſtly be reckoned @ comment or 
meaning : and therefore io avoid the cenſure 


of 


[ 103 ] 
of the moſt curious carping eritick, theſe are 
marked with a different character. Likewiſe, 
unleſs I ſhould have ridiculoufly offered to 
publiſh incongruous grammar, there was 4 


true need ſometimes to change the mood and 


perſon of a verb : in all which places, who- 
ſoever will look to the words, ſhall find it is 
done upon no deſign to alter any whit the 
naked import of them : as for inſtance, where 
Chriſt ſays, J am the light of the world: 
were it proper for me to write thus, I am 
the light, & c.? Or can it be reckoned any 
whit contraditting to my purpoſe or promiſe 
to write, Chriſt 1s the light, where the firſt 
perſon is changed to the third? Alſo, ſome- 
times I expreſs things which are neceſſarily 
underſtood, as when any of the apoſtles ſay, 
We; there, inſtead of We, I write apoſtles; 
and where they ſay You, ſpeaking to the 
ſaints ; there I mention ſaints inſtead of it, 
for the connection of the ſentence ſometimes 
requires it; as in the firſt article, in men- 


14 a obviated. * 


tioning that of 1 John 1. 5. concerning God's 
being light, and in ſuch like caſes, which I 
know no impartial reader would have quar- 
relled, though wanting this apology, which I 
Judged meet to premiſe, knowing there is a 
generation, who, when they cannot find any 
real or ſubſtantial ground againſt truth and 
its followers, will be cavilling at ſuch little 
niceties; therefore ſuch may ſee this objeftion 


CHAP, 
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en 
A Cox yESsSLON of FAITH, 


containing XXIII Articles. 


ARTICLE I. 


Concerning G O D, and the true and 
ſaving Knowledge of Him. 


o Feh. HERE is one God (a). Who is a ſpi- 
1 rit (0. Aud this is the meſſage which 
8.4. 6. the 5 heard of him, and declared unto 

6 Jobn the ſaints, that he is light, and in him is 
21 cha no darkneſs at all (c). There are three 
1. 55 that bear record in heaven, the F ather, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 

. 5. three are one (d). The Father is in the 
2 Joha Son, and the Son is in the Father (e). No 
xo. 38. Man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
and 14 neither knoweth any man the Father, but 


n 
& 5. 26. the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 


| Abe. will reveal him (f). The ſpirit ſcarcheth 


Luke all things, yea, the deep, things of God (g). 
Tac. ON — things of God knoweth no man; 
2. 10. but the ſpirit of God: Now the ſaints have 


received not the ſpirit of the world, but 
the 


1d 
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the ſpirit which is of God, that they might 
know the things which are freely given 
them of God (h). For the Comforter, which 5 r Cor. 
is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father ſends *** 
in Chriſt's name, he teacheth them all 
things, and bringeth all things to their 

3 John 
remembrance (i). | 14. 20. 


ARTIC LIM 


Concerning the Gu ip E and Ryu LE of 
CHRISTIANS, 


CHE IST prayed to the Father, and he 

gave the Saints another Comforter, that 
Was 15 abide with them for ever, even the 
ſpirit of truth, whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, becauſe i it ſeeth him not, nor knoweth 
him; but the ſaints know him; for he 
dwelleth with them, and is to be in them (. * John 
Now if any man have not the ſpirit of 15. * 
Chriſt, he is none of his: for as many as 


are led by the ſpirit of God, they are the 


ſons of God (0). For this is the, covenant . þ 
that God hath made with the houſe of Iſrael, ©” 
be hath put his laws in their mind, and 
writ them in their hearts ; and they are 

all taught of God (n). And the anointing = Heb. 
which they have received of him, abideth in 8 
them; and they need not that any man teach 
them, but as the ſame anointing teacheth 
them of all things, and is truth, and is no 


lie (n). ARTICLE 1 22000 | 
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ARTICLE III. 


Concerning the SCRIPTURES. 


WW Hatſoever things were written afore- 

time, were written for our learn- 

„Rom. ing, that we through patience and comfort 
15. 4 of the ſcriptures might have hope (o). 
Which are able to make wile unto ſalva- 

tion, through faith which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus : all ſcripture being given by infpira- 

tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 

neſs, that the man of God may be perfect, 
37 thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works 
36, 17. (p). No prophecy of the ſcripture is of any 
private interpretation ; for the prophecy 

came not in old time by the will of man, 

22 Pet. but holy men of God ſpake as they were 


1. 20, 


21. moved by the Holy Ghoſt (4). 


ARTIC LE iv. 


Concerning the Divinity of CHRIST, 
and his being from the Beginning. 


IN the beginning was the word, and the 

word was with God, and the word was 

God; the ſame was in the beginning with 

God ; all things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made that 
* was made (r). Whoſe goings forth _ 
| a een 


5 & BW. 
been from of old, from everlaſting (/). / Micah 
For God created all things by Jeſus Chriſt * * 
( ). Who being in the form of God, thought * Erh. 
it no robbery to be equal with God (4). 4 Phil. 
And his name is called Wonderful, Coun- 2“ 6. 
ſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace (x). Who 1s the Iſa. 9. 
image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born © 
of every creature (y). The brightneſs of y col. 1. 
his Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his ſubſtance (z). Who was cloathed = Heb. 
with a veſture dipped in blood; and his © 7 
name is called the word of God (2). In a Rev. 
him dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead 36432. 
bodily (4).. And in him are all the trea- 9. 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge (c). 


ANTI GLE 
Concerning his Appearance in the Fleſh, 


FH E word was made fleſh (4). For 4 Joh. 1. 
he took not on him the nature of“ 
angels; but he took on him the ſeed of 
Abraham, being in all things made like 
unto his brethren (e). Touched with a «Heb. 2. 
feeling of our infirmities ; and in all things“ 17. 
tempted, like as we are, yet without fin (. f Ch. 4. - 
He died for our ſins, according to the *5* 
ſcriptures; and he was buried, and he 
role again the third day, according to the g r cr. 
{criptures (g). * 
ARTICLE 
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rern VL 


S Concerning the End and Uſe of that 
Appearance. 


| G OD fn his own Son in the likeneſs 
| of aal fleſh, and for fin condemned 
I Rom, ſin in the fleſh ( fi For this purpoſe the 


8. 3. Son of God was manifeſted, that he might 
1 John deſtroy the works of the Devil (i). Being 
; #3 manifeſtedtotake away our fins (*). For he 
gave himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacri- 
8 fice to God for a ſweet- ſmelling ſavour (. 
Having obtained eternal redemption for us 
= Heb. (m). And through the eternal ſpirit offered 
' #+% up himſelf without ſpot unto God, t purge 
M our conſciences from dead works, to ſerve 
= Ver. the living God (n). He was the Lamb 
that was ſlain from the foundation of the 
„Rev. world (o. Of whom the fathers did all 
| cy 1 drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual 
rock that followed them, and that rock 
# x Cor. Was Chriſt (y). Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 
10. 15 to leaving us an example, that we ſhould fol- 
Pet. low his ſteps (q) Fer we are to bear about 
* 21. in the body, the dying of the Lord Jeſus, 
that the lite alſo of Jeſus might be made 
manifeſt in our body, being alway delivered 
. unto death for Jeſus's ſake, that the life 
allo of Jeſus may be made manifeſt in our 
r 2 Cor. fleſh (7). That we may know him, and 
rost the power of his reſurrection, and the 
tellowſhip 
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fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made 
conformable to his death ( 7 9. | y eim. 


AR TIC LFS 


Concerning the inward manifeſtation of 
CHRIST. 


G OD dwelleth with the contrite and 
humble in ſpirit (2). For he hath 416. rg; 
ſaid, He will dwell in them and walk in? 7 
them (u). And Chriſt flandeth at the door, * 
and open the door, he will come in to him, 
and ſup with him, and he with him (x). * Rev. 
And therefore ought we to examine our ſelves, * *** 
and prove our own ſelves, knowing how 
that Chriſt is in 2 except we be repro- 
bates (y). For this is the riches of they 2 cor. 
glory of the myſtery, which God would 43. 5. 
make known among (or rather IN) the 


Gentiles, Chriſt within, the hope of glory 
(x). — 1. 


ARTICT LE. 
Concerning the New BIR TR. 


8 pt a man be born again, he cannot 
lee the kingdom of God. (a). Theres Jobs 
fore ought wwe to put off the old man with 3+ 3: 


his deeds, and put on the new man, which 
L is 
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is renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him that created him, and which after God 
is created in righteouſneſs and true holi- 
5 Eph. 4. neſs (5). For henceforth know we no man 
81.2 after the fleſh; yea, though we have 
known Chritt after the fle yet now 

£2 Cor. lienceforth know we him no more (c). For 
5- x6. if any man be in Chriſt he is a new crea- 
ture, old things are paſſed away ; behold, 
Aver, All things are become new (d). For ſuch 
Aen. bave put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (e). And 
3.4. are renewed in the ſpirit of their minds (J). 

| Friel. Sith as many as have been baptized into 
Z Gai, Chriſt, have put on Chriſt (g). Being born 
327. again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of in- 

j corruptible, by the word of God, which 
Px ret. liveth and abideth for ever (+). And glory 
1 23. in nothing, fave in the croſs of the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is cruci- 

3 Gal. 6. fied unto them, and they unto the world (i). 

74 For in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, 

EVer.s. but a new creature (4). 


ARTICLE IX. 


Concerning the Unity of the Saints with 
CHRIST. 


JE that ſanctifieth, and they who are 
FHeb. 2. ſanctified, are all of one (1). For by 
xz the 3 great and precious promiſes 
that 


of 


2 
# 
$ 
C 


1 


11 
that are given them, they are made par- 
takers of the divine nature (m). Becauſe m2 Pet. 
for this end prayed Chriſt, they all might be 
one, as the Father is in him, and he in 
the Father, that they alſo might be one in 
them; and the glory which he had gotten 
from the Father, he gave them, that they 
might be one, even as the Father and he 
is one; Chriſt in the Saints, and the Father 
in Chriſt, that they might be made perfect, |, 
in one (). Qty © 17. 21s 

* 3333 22, 23» 

AA Fan 
Concerning the univerſal Love and Grace 
| of GOD to all. 
G OD ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life (o). And in this « Joh. 3 
was manifeſted the love of God towards 16. 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
Son, that we might live through him (p). 7 1 Job» 
So that if any man fin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
teous; and he is the propitiation for our 
ſins; and not for ours only, but alſo for 
the ſins of the whole world (2). For by x jeh. 
the grace of God he hath taſted. death for 11 
every man (r) Aud gave himſelf a ran- Fs ez 
ſom for all, to be teſtihed in due time (/). I di. 
* L 2 Willing 
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1 Tim. to the knowledge of the truth (). Not 
＋‚ willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
12 Fet. ſhould come to repentance (4). For God 
9 ſent not his Son into the world to condemn 
| the world, but that the world through 
x John him might be ſaved (x) And Chriſt came a 
3˙ 47 light into the world, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him, ſhould not abide in dark- 
50h. 12. neſs (5). Therefore, as by the offence of 
4% one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation; even ſo by the righteouſneſs 
of one, the free gift-came upon- all men 

= Rom. to juſtification of life (2). 


& FT 1-C LE KI. 


Concerning the Light that enlighteneth 
every Man. 


T HE goſpel was preached to every 


«Col.z. ** creature under heaven (a). Which 


{ . 23. goſpel is the power of God unto ſalvation, 


v Rom. to them that believe (5). And if it be hid, 
2. 16. it is hid to them which are loſt, in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, leſt the 
light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ſnould 
e2 Lor. ſhine unto them (c). And this is the con- 
3 4. demnation, that light is come into the 


world, and men love darkneſs rather than 


light, becauſe their deeds are evil (d). 
8 ä And 


Willing all men to be ſaved, and to come 


TOY WF GHWT; WAY . 
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And this was the true light, which light- 
eneth every man that cometh into the | 
world (e). By which all things that are - John 
reproveable, are made manifeſt ; for what- 9 
ſoever maketh manifeſt is light (F). Every Hu. 
one that doth evil, hateth the light, nei- 
ther cometh to the light, that his deeds 
ſhould be reproved : but he that doeth 
truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds 

may be made manifeſt, that they are 
wrought in God (g). And they that walk x Jchn 
in the light, as Chriſt is in the light, have * 
fellowſhip one with another, and the blood 

of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth them from 

all ſin (5). Therefore ought we to believe in 5 r Joh. 
the light, while we have the light, that 7* 
we may be the children of the light (i). John 
Therefore to day, if we will hear his voice, 3” 
let us not harden our hearts (x). For Chriſt * Heb« 
wept over Jeruſalem, ſaying, If thou hadſt © 7” 
known, even thou, art leaſt in this thy day, 

the things which belong unto thy peace, 

but now they are hid from thine eyes (/). /Luke 
And be would often have gathered her chil-“ 
dren, as a hen gathereth her chickens ; but 

they would not (n). For the ſtiff-necked, = Mat. 
and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, do 3 
always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt (). And are, a, 
of thoſe that rebel againſt the light (0). 2. 5. 


| Therefore God's ſpirit will not always ſtrive % 24. 


13 


with man (2). For the wrath of God is 7 Gen. 
revealed from heaven againſt all ungodl- de 
| L 3 neſs 


19 · 
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neſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold 
9 Rom. the truth in unrighteouſneſs (2). Becauſe 
what is to be known of God is manifeſt in 
ver. them; for God hath ſhewed it unto them (). & 
Ad a manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to 
ſx Cor. every man to profit withal (). For the | 
** 7. grace of God, that brings ſalvation, hath 

appeared to all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
mould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
Tit. 2- in this preſent world (7). And this word of 
his grace 1s able to build up, and give an 
inheritance among all thoſe that are ſancti- 
1 Ads fied (4). For the word of God is quick and 
powertul, and ſharper than any two-edged 
tword, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der of the foul and ſpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the 

* Heb, thoughts and intents of the heart (x). 

This is that more ture word of prophecy, 
- whereunto we do well that we take heed, 

as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place, 

until the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe 
y 2Pet. in the heart (y). And this is the word of 
faith which e apoſtles preached, which is 
= Rom. nigh in the mouth, and in the heart (2). 
For God, who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
-2 Cor. Chriſt (a). But we have this treaſure in 
* earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the 
| F power 
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power may be of God (2), and not of us Cor, 


or the kingdom of God cometh not by + 7. 
obſeryation, but is within us. 


2 


A RT4CLE 20; 


Concerning Faith and Juſtification, 


FAITH 1 is the ſubſtance of things Tory 
for, and the evidence of things not 
ſeen (c). Without which it is impoſſible toc Heb, 
pleaſe God (d). Therefore we are juſtified 4 Ver. &. 
by faith, which worketh.by love (e). For « Gal. 5. 
faith without works being dead, is by works 
made perfect (7). By the deeds of the f James 
law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified (g). 3. *** 
Nor yet by the works of righteouſneſs x Rom. 
which we have done; but according to ** 
his mercy we are ſaved, by the waſhing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt (h). For we are both waſhed, ſancti- 5 Tit. 36 
fied and juſtified in the name of the Lord 5 
Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God (i). #* Ser. 


. 21. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
Concerning Good Works. 


IF we live after the fleſh, we ſhall die; 
but if we, through the ſpirit, do mortify 
the deeds of the body, we ſhall live (&), + 12 
For they which believe in God, muſt be 
| careful 
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ru. careful to maintain good works (J). For 
3-3. God will render to every man according to 


2. 6. his deeds (mn). According to his righteous. 


judgment to them, who by patient continu- 

ance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, 

and immortality, eternal life: for ſuch are 
»2Thef. Counted worthy of the kingdom of God (1). 
1. 5. And caſt not away their confidence, which 
„ Heb. hath great recompenſe of reward (o). 
10. 35. Bleſſed then are they that do his command- 

ments, that they may have right to the 

tree of life, and may enter in through the 
3 Rev. gates into the city (). 


22. 14 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Concerning PERFECTION. 


8 IN ſhall not have dominion over ſucb 


as are not under the law, but under 


Rom. grace (2). For there is no condemnation 
14. to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit ; 

| for the law of the ſpirit of life, maketh 
„ch. 8. free from the law of ſin and death (7). 
t # For ſuch are become dead unto fin, and 
alive unto righteouſneſs ; and being made 

free trom ſin, are become ſervants of righ- 

Ich. 6. teouſneſs (/). Therefore ought we to be 
2: £2 perfect, as our heavenly Father is perfect (/). 
5.48. For the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his bur- 
3. then is light (2). And his commandments 
are 


7 won wen oO 2 } 
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are not grievous (x). And whoſoever will 1 John 
enter into life, myſt keep the command- © 3 
ments (y). Hereby do we know that wen Mat. 
know God, if we keep his command. 
ments (z). He that ſaith, I know him, and 7 nn 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, © 
and the truth is not in him (a2). Whoſoever Ver. 4 
abideth in him ſinneth not; whoſoever 
ſinneth, hath not ſeen him, neither known 
him (4). Let no man deceive us; he that ch. 3. 
doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he 
is righteous; he that committeth fin is of 
the Devil ; whoſoever 1s born of God, doth 
not commit ſin; for his ſeed remaineth in 
him, and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born ; 
of God (c). For not every one that faith 3. Jon 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 9. 
of heaven; but he that doth the will of the 
Father, which is in heaven (4). Circum- 7 Mit 
ciſion is nothing, and uncircumciſion is 
nothing, but the keeping the command- 


ments of God (e.) - 8 


ANT ICL 


Concerning Perſeverance and Falling 
from Grace. 


WE ought to give diligence to make 

our calling and election ſure, which 
things if we do, we ſhall never fall (F). T= Pet. 
For even Paul kept under his body, and“ 
| brought 
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broughtit into ſubjection, leſt by any means, 
when be preachei| to others, he himſelf 
e x Cor, became a caſt-away (g). Let us therefore 
9 27- take heed, leſt there be in any of us an 
| evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
5 Heb, the living God (5). Likewiſe let us labour 
3 32+ to enter into that reſt, leſt any man fall 
; Heb, after the ſame example of unbelief (i). 
+ 1. For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and have taſted of the good word 
of God, and the powers of the. world to 
come, if they ſhall fall away, to renew;them 


z Ch. 6, again unto repentance (&). For he that 


* 5-6 abideth not in Chriſt, is caſt forth, and is 
1 Joby Withered (1). Zet ſuch as overcome, be 
25. 16. will make as pillars in the temple of 515 


» Rey, God, and they ſhall go no more out (m). - 


3. 12. And theſe are perſuaded, that nothing ſhall 

be able to ſeparate them from the love of 

» Rom, God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus (2). 
„ 38 ' 


i 


ARTICLE XVI. 
Concerning the Church and Miniſtry. 
HE church of God is the pillar and 


er Tim. © ground of truth (o). WHhereof the dear 
5 Col, x, Son of God is the head (p). From 


together, 


. which all the body by joints and bands, 
having nouriſnment miniſtered and knit 
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together, increaſeth with the increaſe of 
God (9). - Which church of God 7s them o Col ” 
that are ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus (7). Vo r gor. 
when he aſcended up on high, gave gifts 2. 2. 
unto men: and he gave Foal apoſtles, 
ſome prophets, ſome evangeliſts, ſome 
paſtors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry (. Eu, 
Who ought to be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, eB 
of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, _ 
apt to teach; not given to wine, no 
ſtrikers, nor greedy of filthy lucre, but 
patient; not brawlers, not covetous (). 1 Tim. 
Lovers of good men, ſober, juſt, holy, 
temperate, holding faſt the faithful word, 
as they have been taught, that they may be 
able by ſound doctrine, both to exhort and 
to convince gainſayers (4). Taking heed z "it te 
to themſelves and to the flock, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made them overſcers, 
to feed the church of God (x). Taking - aas 
the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 26. 25s 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind ; neither as being lords 
over God's heritage, but as being en- 
ſamples to the flock (y). And ſuch elders 7 1 Pets 
as rule well, are to be counted worthy ” * ** 
of double honour, eſpecially they who la- 
bour in the word and doctrine (z). And=z1Tim, 
to be efteemed very highly in love for their“ 7. 
work's ſake (a), As every man hath re- het, 
ceived the gift, ſo ought the ſame to bes 2 


miniſtered 


4. 
11. 


31 Pet. 


10, 


c x Car, 


17. 


d Ch. 2. 
4» 5» 
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miniſtered : if any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak 
as the oracles of God; it any man miniſter, 
let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth (0. Preaching the goſpel, not with 
the wiſdom of words, leſt the croſs of 
Chriſt be made of none effect (6). Nor 
yet with enticing words of man's wiſdom, 


but in demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 


power; that the faith may not ſtand in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power of 
God (d). Howbeit ſuch ſpeak wiſdom 
among them that are perfect; yet not the 


wiſdom of this world, nor of the princes 


of this world, which cometh to nought ; 


but they ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a 
myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, which 


God ordained before the world to their 


glory (e). Which things they alſo ſpeak, 


not in the words which man's wiſdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach- 


eth (F). For it is not hey that ſpeak, but 


the Holy Ghoſt, or ſpirit of the Father, 


that ſpeaketh in them (g). Who if they ſow 


= things, ought to reap carnal 
things; for ſo the Lord hath ordained, 
that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould 
live of the goſpel ; for the ſcripture ſaith, 
Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the 
ox that treadeth out the corn ; and the 


Z x Cor. labourer is worthy of his reward (5). Yet 
9. . A neceſſity is laid upon hm; yea, woe is 


” unto them, if they preach not the goſpel ; 


and 


PEI. " on” ay AM — fat 
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and their reward 7s, that when they preach 
the goſpel, they make the goſpel of Chriſt 
without charge (i). Not coveting any man's ir cor. 
ſilver, or gold, or apparel ; but their hands all 
miniſter to their neceſſities, that ſo labour- 
ing, they may ſupport the weak; remem- 
bering the words of the Lord Jeſus, how 
he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give, than to 


receive (k). For they are not of the greedy ; aa, 
dogs that can never have enough (/). Nor 2. 33, 


of the ſhepherds that look to their own way, it. 56. 


every one for his gain from his quarter (). 27... 
That feed themſelves, and not the flock (2). » Baek. 
That make the people err, biting with their 3+ 8. 
teeth, and crying Peace, and preparing war 
againſt all ſuch as put not into their 
- mouths, teaching for hire, and divining for 


money (o). Nor yet of theſe which teach * Micah 


things which they ought not, for filthy J» 5+ 11. 
| Jucre's ſake (p). That run greedily after Tit. r. 


the error of Baalam for reward, loving the 


wages of unrighteouſneſs (4). And through) Pet. 
covetouſneſs, with feigned words, making s. 


merchandize of ſouls (7). Men of corrupt, ver. z. 


minds, deſtitute of the truth, ſuppoſing 


that gain is godlineſs (). But they know i Tim. 


that godlineſs, with contentment, is great © 5: 


gain (7). That having food and raiment, : Ver. 6, 


they are therewith content (2). 


M ARTICLE 


- Ver. 8 * 
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ARTICLE XVII. 


Concerning Wo Rs HI y. 


T HE hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worſhippers ſhall worſhi 
| the Father in ſpirit and in truth ; for the 
| +» John Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him (x). 
4:23 God is a ſpirit, and they which worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
„ver. Truth (y). For the Lord is nigh to all 
#4 them that call upon him, to all that call 
= Pſalm upon him in truth (z). He is far from the 
14. 18. wicked; but he heareth the prayers of the 
Fo Prov. righteous (42). And this is the confidence 
Fi 75-29 that we have in him, that if we aſk an 
[ thing according to his will, he heareth 
31 John us (2). What is it then? We muſt pray 
4. with the ſpirit, and with the underſtandin 
4 Cor. allo (c). Likewiſe the ſpirit alſo helpeth 
14+ 15. Our infirmities; for we know not what we 
ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the 
ſpirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with 
groanings which cannot be uttered : and 
he that ſearcheth the heart, knoweth what 
is the mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he maketh 


interceſſion for the ſaints, according to the 
will of God (4). 


ARTICLE 


is 
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flilth of the fleſh, but the an 
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ARTICLE XVII. 
Concerning BAPT T s M. 


AS there is one Lord, one faith, ſo there 
is one baptiſm (e). Mich doth allo *Frb- 

now ſave us, not the putting away of the. 

Peer of a good 

conſcience towards God, by the reſurrec- 

tion of Jeſus Chriſt (F). For John indeed Fx Pet. 

baptized with water, but Chriſt with the 2. 

Holy Ghoſt and with fire (g). Therefore 4 Mat 

as many as are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, 

are baptized into his death, and are buried 

with him by baptiſm into death, that like 

as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, even ſo they alſo 

ſhould walk in newneſs of life (). Having A 

put on Chriſt (i). ; Gale 3. 

27. 


ARTI C LEE. 


Concerning eating of Bread and Wine, 
waſhing of one another*s Feet, ab- 
ſtaining from Things ſtrangled, and 
from Blood, and anointing of the Sick 
with Oil. 


THE Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in 
Which he was betrayed, took bread ; 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and ſaid, Take eat; this is my body which 
M 2 18 
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3 x Cor, 
11. 23, 


44, 25 
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is broken for you; this do in remembrance 
of me : after the ſame manner alſo he 
took the cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, 
This cup is the New Teſtament in my 
blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me; for as oft as ye do 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
ſhew forth the Lord's death till he come (&). 
Jeſus knowing that the Father had given 
all things into his hands, and that 8 was 
come from God, and went to God, he ariſe- 
eth from ſupper, and laid aſide his gar- 
ments, and took a towel, and girded him- 
ſelf; after that he poureth water into a 
baſon, and began to waſh the diſciples 


feet, and to wipe them with the towel 


John 


13.2. 45 © 
LO 12, to 


wherewith he was girded : ſo after he had 
waſhed their feet, and had taken his gar- 
ments, and was ſat down again, he ſaid unto 
them, Know ye what I have done unto 
you? Yecall me Maſter, and Lord, and ye 
ſay well; for ſo I am: if then I, your 
and and Maſter, have waſhed your feet, 
ye alſo ought to waſh one another's feet; 
for I have given you an example, that ye 
ſhall do as I have done unto you (/). For 
it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to 
us, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than theſe neceſſary things, that ye abſtain 
from meats offered to idols, from blood, 
and from things ſtrangled, and from forni- 
cation; from which, if ye keep yourſelves, 


Ye 
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ye do well (m). Is any man ſick among = 405 
you ? let him call for the elders of the 23. 


. 29 
church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil (1). | < nn 


ARTICLE V. 
Concerning the Liberty of ſuch Chriſtians 


as are come to know the Subſtance, as 
to the uſing or not uſing of theſe Rites, 
and of the Obſervation of Days. 
| TEE kingdom of God is not meat and 
1 drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt (o). Let no , Ren. 
man therefore judge us in meat or drink, '7 
or in reſpect of an holy day, or of the new 
moon, or of the ſabbath days (p). For if p Col. a. 
> «ve be dead with Chriſt from the rudiments ** 
of the world, why, as though living in 
the world, are we ſubject to ordinances ? 
Let us not touch, or taſte, or handle, which 
all are to periſh with the uſing, after the 
commandments and doctrines of men (g). 7 Ver. 
For now, after we have known God, or 22. 
rather are known of him, why ſhould we turn 
again unto the weak and beggarly elements, 
or deſire again to be in bondage, 10 obſerve 
days and months, and times and years, 
leſt labour have been beſtowed on us in | 
vain (r). F one man eſteem a day above » Gal. 4- 
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another, another eſteems every day alike; 


let every man be fully perſuaded in his 
own mind: he that regardeth a day, re- 


gardeth it unto the Lord; and he that 


Mat. 
5 JJ) 
to 37. 


| regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth 
not regard it (/). 


re XII. 


ente Swearing, Fighting, and 
Perſecution. 


Ir hath been ſaid by them of old, Thou 

ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf, but ſhalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: but 
Chriſt ſays unto us, Swear not at all, neither 
by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor 
by the earth, for it is his footſtool; nei- 
ther by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the 


Great King; neither ſhalt thou ſwear by 


thy head, becauſe thou canſt not make 
one hair white or black ; but let your 


communication be yea, yea; nay, nay ; 


for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh 


of evil (z). And James charged us, Above 
all things not to ſwear; neither by hea- 


ven, neither by the earth, nor by any 
other oath ; but let your yea be yea, 


and your nay, nay, leſt ye fall into con- 


« James demnation (2). Though we walk in the 


LY 12 


fleſh, we are not to war after the fleſh ; 
for 
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for the weapons of our warfare are not 

to be carnal, but mighty through God, to 

the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting 
down imaginations, and every high thing 

that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge of 

God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chriſt (x). * 2 Cor. 
For wars and fightings come out of the r ˙ 
luſts, that war in the members (y). There- y James 
fore Chriſt commands, not to reſiſt evil; but“ * 
whoſoever will ſmite thee on the right 
cheek, to turn the other alſo (z). Becauſe « Mar, 
Chriſtians are lambs among wolves (4). 5: 39: 
Therefore are they hated of all men for 10. . 
Chriſt's ſake (5). And all that will live „ aac. 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer perſecu- . 22+ 
tion (c). Such are bleſſed, for theirs is the «2 Tim. 
kingdom of heaven (d). For though they 4 Mat. 
have loſt their lives, yet ſhall hey fave s- 10. 
them (e). Aud becauſe they have confeſſed : ch. 16. 
Chriſt before men, he will alſo confeſs 25. 
them before the angels of God (f). Ve luke 
ought not then to fear them which kill the . 8,9. 
body, but are not able to kill the ſoul ; | 
but rather him which is able to deſtroy 
both ſoul and body 1n hell (g). e Mat. 


10. 28. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE XXIL 


Concerning Macis TRACY. 


LET every foul be ſubject to the higher 

powers; for there is no power but 
of God ; the powers that be, are ordained 
of God. Whoſover therefore reſiſts the 
power, reſiſts the ordinance of God; and 
they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
damnation : for rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power ? Do that 
which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe 
of the ſame; for he is the miniſter of God 
to thee for good : but if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the 
ſword in vain: for he is the miniſter of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doth evil. Wherefore we muſt 
needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience - ſake , for, for this 
cauſe pay we alſo tribute; for they are 
God's miniſters, attending continually upon 
this very thing : render therefore to all 
their dues; tribute to whom tribute is 
due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to 


Þ Rom. Whom fear, honour to whom honour (Y). 
13- 1 Therefore are we to ſubmit ourſelves to every 


ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake; 
whether it be to the king, as ſupreme ; 


or 
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or unto governors, as unto them that are 
ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil- 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 
well. For ſo is the will of God, that with 
well-doing, wwe may put to ſilence, the 1gno- 
rance of fooliſh men (&). Yet it is right # 1 Pet. 
in the ſight of God, to hearken unto him; 15. 
more than unto them (I). And though they I Acts 4. 
| ſtraightly command us not to teach in“ 


Chriſt's name, we ought to obey God rather 
than men (m). t 


- 
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28, 29. 


ARTICLE XXIII. 
Concerning the RESURRECTION. « I 


T HERE ſhall be a reſurrection of the 

dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt (). ch 24+ 
They that have done good, unto the 
reſurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the reſurrection of dam- 
nation (o). Fleſh and blood cannot inherit John 
the kingdom of God, neither doth cor- “ 
ruption inherit incorruption (Pp). Nor is cr. 
that body ſown that ſhall be; but God ' 57 
giveth it a body as it hath pleaſed him, 
and to every ſeed his own body; it is ſown 
in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption : 
it is ſown in weakneſs, it ts raiſed in power: 
it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpi- ? Cor. 


ritual body (40. 3. 45 
C HAF. v 
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CHAP. XVII. 


A ſhort Expoſtulation, with an Appeal 
| to all other Profeſſors. 


C OME, let us reaſon with you, all ye 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, of what ſort 
or kind ſoever; and bring forth your ca- 
techiſms and confeſſions of faith, to that 
which by moſt of yourſelves is accounted 
the touch-ſtone or rule : and ſuffer your- 
ſelves no more to be blinded, and to err 
through your ignorance of the ſcriptures; 
and of the power of God; but freely ac- 
knowledge and confe's to that glorious 
goſpel and light, which the ſcriptures fo 
<learly witneſs to, and your experience 
muſt needs anſwer ; as alſo to theſe other 
doctrines, which conſequently depend upon 
the belief of that noble and truly catholic 
Principle, wherein the love of God is ſo 
mercifully exhibited to all men, and his 
juſtice and mercy do like twins ſo har- 
moniouſly concord; his mercy, in the oft 
tendering of his love, through the ſtrivings 
and wreſtlings of his light, during the 
day of every man's viſitation; and his 
Juſtice, both in the deſtroying and cutting 
away of the wicked nature and ſpirit, in 
thoſe that ſuffer themſelves to be redeemed 
through his judgments ; and in the utter 
overthrow 
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overthrow of ſuch, who rebelling againſt 
the light, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit 
of grace, hate to be reformed. Now not 
only this fundamental principle is clearly 
held forth in this treatiſe, but all thoſe 
that depend upon it, as the real and in- 
ward juſtification of the ſaints, through the 
power and life of Jeſus revealed in them, 
their full and perfect redemption from the 
body of death and ſin, as they grow up 
by the workings and prevalency of his 
grace; and yet, leſt ſecurity ſnould enter, 
there is great need of watchfulneſs, in that 
they may even depart after they have really 
witneſſed a good condition, and make ſhip- 
wreck of the faith, and of a good con- 
ſcience, with all the parts of the doctrine 
of Chriſt, as they lie linked together like a 
golden chain, which doth very much evi- 
dence the certainty and virtue of truth 
above all hereſies, error, and deceit, how- 
ever ſo cunningly gilded with the ſpecious 
pretences thereof; for truth is intire in all 
its parts, and conſonant to itſelf, without 
the leaſt jar, having a wonderful coherence 
and a notable harmony, anſwering together 
like the ſtrings of a well- tuned inſtrument ; 
whereas the principles of all other pro- 
feſſors, though in ſome things moſt of 
them come near, and divers acknowledge 
that which is truth; yet in moſt things 
they ſtray from it, ſo that their principles 


greatly 
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greatly contradict and jar one againſt ano- 
ther; and though they may alledge ſcrip- 
ture for ſome of their principles, yet they 
are put ſtrangely to wreſt it, and to deny it 


for others. My appeal then to, and expo- 


ſtulation with, all ſorts of profeſſors, is not 
to prove ſome one or two points by the 
ſcriptures (for there be ſome general notions 
of truth, which moſt (if not all) agree to) 
but the whole body of our principles, as 
they ſtand in relation to each other, which 
none of them all is able to do; for, among 
the many profeſſors, their catechiſms and 
confeſſions of faith, I find none (ſave the 
diſpenſation of truth, now again revealed 

but ſuch as in moſt of their ſubſtantial prin- 
ciples differ greatly, and in many contra- 
dict groſsly the plain text and tenor of the 
icriprure. I confeſs there be certain men 
in this age, who, with ſome plauſible ap- 
pearance of reality, undertake this taſk : 

theſe are they which join with, and own 


not only any imbodied people; but while 
they pretend a general love to all, yet find 


fault with ſome part of every ſort ; while 
in the mean time they ſcarce can give any 
account of their own religion, and moſt of 
them prove at bottom to have none at all. 


Theſe men, I ſay, may perhaps acknow- 


ledge fome general truths, and alſo hold 
to the letter of the ſcripture in ſome other 
things, ſo as thereby to take occaſion 


largely 
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largely to judge others, while themſelves 
offer not to bring theſe good things to 
practice, they blame others for the want 
or neglect of : but ſuch an enterprize 
from theſe men, will not (when weighed) 
prove a fulfilling of this matter; ſeeing 
it is not enough to acknowledge many 
truths, but alſo to deny and witnels againſt 


all error; and likewiſe, not to fall ſhort 


of any truth which ought to be acknow- - 
ledged : whereas theſe fort of men, for 
the moſt part, cannot give account of 
their faith in many things needful to be 
believed ; and whatever things they may 
acknowledge to be true, they err moſt 
grievouſly, and contradict a truth moſt 
needful to be minded and anſwered, as is 
proved hereto, in that they ſtand not forth 
to appear for any of theſe diſcoveries they 
pretend they have; but make a ſhift to 
hide their heads in times of trial, fo as 
not to ſuffer for, nor with any. And 
through theſe fine pretences above mention- 
ed, through their ſcruples of joining with 
any, they can cunningly ſhun the difficul- 
ties of perſecutions that attend the parti- 
cular ſect of Chriſtians ; and yet by their 


general charity and love to all, claim a 


ſhare in any benefits or advantages that 
accrue to one and all. Such then cannot 
honeſtly lay claim to juſtify their principles 
and practices from the ſcriptures, But I 
N leave 


1 
leave theſe ſtraglers in religion, and come 
again to the divers ſects. 

To begin with thoſe that are moſt nume- 
rous: I think I need not ſay much to the 
Papiſts in this caſe; for they do not ſo 
much as pretend to prove all their dogma's 
by the ſcriptures; ſith it is one of their 
chief doctrines, That tradition may autho- 
rize doctrines, without any authority of 
ſcripture : yea, the council of Conſtance 
hath made bold to command things to 
be believed, Non obſtante ſcriptura, i. e. 
though the ſcriptures ſay the contrary; 
and indeed it were their great folly, to 
pretend to prove their doctrines by fcrip- 
ture, ſeeing the adoration of ſaints and 
images, purgatory, and prayer for the 
dead, the precedency of the biſhop of 
Rome, the matter of indulgencies, with 
much more ſtuff of that kind, hath not 
the leaſt ſhadow of ſcripture for it. 
Among Proteſtants, I know the Socini- 
ans are great pretenders to the ſcriptures, 
and in words as much exalt them as any 
other people; and yet it is ſtrange to ſee, 
how that not only in many things they are 
not agreeable to them ; but in ſome of their 
chiet principles quite contrary unto it, as 
in their denying the divinity of Chriſt, 
which is as expreſsy mentioned as any thing 
can be, And the word was God, John 1. 
As alſo in denying his being from the 

beginning, 
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beginning, againſt the very tenor of that 
of John i. and divers other, as at large is 
ſhewn in the third chapter in this treatiſe. 
Divers other things, as to them, might be 
mentioned ; but this may ſuffice, to ſtop 
their boaſting in this matter. | 

The Arminians are not more ſucceſsful in 
their denying the falſe doctrine of abſolute: 
reprobation, and in aſſerting the univerſal 
extent of Chriſt's death for all, than they 
are ſhort in not placing this ſalvation in 
that ſpiritual | light, wherewith man is 
enlightened by Chriſt ; but wrongfully 
aſcribing a part of that to the natural will 
and capacity, which is due alone to the 
grace and power of God, by which the 
work is both begun, carried on, and ac- 
compliſned. And herein they, as well as 
both the Socinians and Pelagians, though 
they do well in condemning their errors, 
yet they miſs, in ſetting up another, and not 
the truth, in place thereof; and in that re- 
ſpect are juſtly reproved by ſuch ſcriptures 
as their adverſaries (who otherwiſe are as far 
wrong as they) bring againſt them, in ſhew- 
ing the depravity of man's will by nature, 
and his incapacity to do any good, but as 
aſſiſted by the grace of God ſo to do. 

On the other hand, it is ſtrange to ob- 
ſerve, how many Proteſtants (the firſt arti- 
cle of whoſe confeſſion of faith, is to aſſert 


= the ſcripture to be the only rule) ſhould 


9 


2 deny 
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deny the univerſal extent of Chriſt's death, 
contrary to the expreſs words of ſcripture, 
which faith, He tafted death for every man; 
or the univerſality of grace, and a ſuffi- 
cient principle; which the ſcriptures aſ- 
ſert in as many politive words as, except 
we ſuppoſe the pen- men intended another 
thing than they ſpoke, it was poſſible to 
do, vix. A manifeſtation of the ſpirit is 
given to every man to profit withal : the 
grace of God, that bringeth ſalvation, hath 
appeared unto all men; and many more 
before mentioned. The like may be ſaid of 
their denying the perfection of the ſaints, 
and aſſerting the impoſſibility of any falling 
away from real beginnings of true and 
ſaving grace, contrary to ſo many expreſs 
ſcriptures, as are heretofore adduced in their 
proper place. But, to give all that deſire to 
be undeceived, a more full opportunity to 
obſerve how the Devil has abuſed many, 
pretending to be wiſe, in making them 
cloak, with a pretence of ſcripture, falſe and 
pernicious doctrines; I ſhall take a few of 
many inſtances out of the confeſſion of 
faith and catechiſm, made by the divines at 
Weſtminſter (fo called) becauſe the ſame 
is not only moſt univerſally received and 
believed by the people of Britain and Ire- 
land, but alſo containeth upon the matter, 
the faith of the French churches, and of 

moſt others, both in the Netherlands, and 
n ö elſewhere; 
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elſewhere; that it may appear what wild 
conſequences theſe men have fought, both 
contrary to the naked import of the words, 
and to all common ſenſe and reaſon, to 

cover ſome of their erroneous principles. 


CHA P. XVIII. 


A ſhort Examination of ſome of the 
Scripture- Proofs alledged by the Di- 
vines at Weſtminſter, to prove divers 
Articles in their Confeſſion of Faith, 
and Catechiſm. 5 


JT is not in the leaſt my deſign in this 
chapter, to offer ſo large an examina- 
tion of any of their articles, as might be 
done, nor yet of ſo many as are very ob- 
vious ; but only of two or three, to give 
the reader a taſte of them, for example's 
ſake, whereby, as ex ungue leonem, he may 
judge of moſt of all the reſt, if he will 
be at the pains narrowly to look over 
and examine them. 

I ſhall begin with the firſt chapter, 
Sect. 1. where they aſſert two things: 
firſt, That God has committed his will now 
wholly to writing. Secondly, That the for- 
mer ways of God's revealing his will, as by 
immediate revelation, are are now ceaſed. The 
{criptures they bring to prove it, are firſt, 

3 Wy Prov. 
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Prov. xxl. 19, 20, 21. Ver. 19. That 
thy-truſt may be in the Lord, I have made 
known unto thee this day, even to thee. Ver. 
20. Have not I written to thee excellent 
things in counſels and knowledge ? Ver. 21. 
That I might make thee know the certainty of 
the words of truth, that thou mighteſt anſwer 
the words of truth to them that ſend unto thee. 
Luke i. 3, 4. Ver. 3. It ſcemed good to 
1 alſo, having bad perfef? onde en of 
all things from the very firſt, to write unto 
thee, in order, moſt excellent T heophilus, tbat 
thou mighteſt know the certainty of theſe 
things wherein thou haſt'' been inſtructed. 
Rom. xv. 4. For whatſoever things were drit- 
ten aforetime, were written for our learning, 
that wwe through patience and comfort of the 
feriptares, might have hope. Mat. iv. 4. 7. 
10, But he anſwered, and ſaid, It is _— 
Man ſhall not tive by bredtl alone; but by ev 
word that proccefeth tut vf the 3 Gall 
Ver. 7. Jeſus [#4 unto him, It is written 
again, T Bou ſbalt not tempt the Eerd thy God. 
Ver. 10. Then ſzid Fefas unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan; for it is written, Thou” ſhalf 
evorſbip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
thay ferve. Iſa. viii. 19, 20. Ver. 19. And 
when they ſhall ſay unto you, Seek "unto them 
that have familiar ſpirits, and unto wizards, 
that peep and that mutter : Should not a people 
feek unto their God? For the living to the 
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they ſpeak not acccording to this word, it is 
becauſe there is no light in them. 

But is it not matter of admiration, that 
men ſhould be fo beſide themſelves, as to 
imagine theſe teſtimonies do in the leaſt 
prove their aſſertion ; or that others, that 
do not take things merely upon truſt, 
would be fo fooltſh as to believe them? 
For, though God made known, and wrote 
excellent things to Solomon; though Luke 
wrote unto Theophilus, an account of 


divers tranſactions of Chriſt's outward 


abode ; For many were never written. John 
XX1. 25. and xx. 30. And there ate alſo 
many other things which Jeſus did, the which, 
if they ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe, 
that even the world itſelf could not contain 
the books that ſhould be written. And ma 

other figns truly did Jeſus in the preſence of bis 
diſciples, which are not written in this book. 
Though Chriſt made uſe of divers fcrip- 
tures againſt Satan, and that Iſaiah di- 
rected people to the law, and to the teſti- 


mony; who will ſay, it naturally follows 


from thence, that God has now committed 
his will wholly to writing? Such a con- 
ſequence is no more deducible from the 
ſcriptures, than if I ſhould argue thus: 
The divines of Weſtminſter have aſſerted 
many things without ground, therefore 
they had ground for nothing they ſaid. 
Nay, it follows not by far fo naturally, 
4a leeing 


* 
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ſeeing after the writing of all theſe paſſages, 
by them cited, according to their own 
judgment, there were divers ſcriptures 
written; ſo that it had been falſe for them 
to aſſert, that God had then committed 
his counſel wholly to writing, which in- 


deed was not true: fo it is molt irrational 
and unwarrantable for any to draw ſuch a 
a ſtrange and ſtrained conſequence from 


their words. 


For the ſecond, That the former ways were 
now ceaſed, they alledge, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


where Paul writes to Timothy, ſaying, That 


from a child, he (Timothy) hath known the 
holy ſcriptures, which were able to make him 
wiſe unto ſalvation through faith, which is 
in Chriſt Feſus. And Heb. i. 1, 2. God, 
who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, 
ſpake in times paſt unto the fathers by the 
8 hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto 

us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir 
4 all things, by whom alſo he made tbe 
worlds. 2 Pet. i. 19. We have alſo @ more 
ure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the 


 day-ftar ariſe in your hearts. 


Which prove the matter as little as the 
former: if Paul had intended by that to 
Timothy, what thoſe divines would have, 
would not they haye made the apoſtle 
ſpeak a maniteſt untruth, ſeeing they them- 


ſelves 


E 

ſelves acknowledge, that John's revelation 
was written long after? So that theſe 
former ways were : not then ceaſed. As for 
that of Peter, it is to beg the thing in 

queſtion, to ſay, it is intended of the ſcrip- 
ture; and though it were, it proves not 
the caſe at all. That of the Hebrews is ſo 
far from aſſerting the matter they would 
have it, that it may be very aptly brought 
to prove the quite contrary; for God in- 
deed ſpeaks to us now by his Son: but 
to infer from thence, that the Son ſpeaks 
only to us by the ſcriptures, remains yet 
unproved: and for the apoſtle to have 
there aſſerted it, had been falſe ; ſeeing 
the revelations, which he and others after- 
wards had, were inward, and ſo ſuch were 
not ceaſed. And if we may truit the ſame 
apoſtle better than theſe men, he tells us, 


That fo ſoon as Chriſt was revealed in him, 


he wwent ſtraigbt and obeyed. And the fame 


apoſtle tells us, That except Chriſt be in us, 


We are reprobates ; ſurely he is not dumb 
in us, ſeeing he ſays, He will dwell in us, 
and walk in us, and be with us to the end of 
the world. And John tells us, That the 
inward anointing is to teach us all things; 
ſo that we need not, as to any abſolute 
neceſſity, any man to teach us: how then 
is this ceaſed, ſeeing God ſpeaks to us by 
Chriſt, and Chriſt muſt be in us ? Surely 
theſe men have not herein followed _ 

A rule 
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rule of the ſcriptures ; but rather endea- 
voured moſt groſsly to wreſt them, and 
make of them a noſe of wax, notwith- 
ſtanding their pretences as to the contrary 
in their ſixth ſe&ion, where they ſay, Al 
things neceſſary are either. expreſsly ſet down, 
or by good and neceſſary conſequences may be 
deduced. Nov that theſe two former aſſer- 
tions are not expreſsly ſet down, they will 
not deny ; whether they follow by ſound 
conſequence, any underſtanding man may 
judge, by what is aboye obſerved. 
There are divers other things in the ſame 
chapter, which will not abide the teſt, for 
which the ſcripture proofs, as alledged by 
them, are moſt ridiculous ; yet tor brevity 
ſake, I have omitted. 15 
In Chap. 21. Sect. 7. where they ſay, 
That the ſabbath from the reſurrection of 
Chriſt, was changed into the firſt day of the 
week, which, in ſcripture (lay they) is called 
the Lord's day, and is to be continued to ibe 
end of the world as the Chriſtian ſabbath. In 
which they aſſert three things. | 
_ Furſt, That the firſt day of the week is 
come in place of the ſeventh for a ſabbath : 
To prove which they alledge, 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 
2. Now concerning the collection for the ſaints, 
as have given order to the churches of 
Galatia, even ſo do ye : Upon the firſt day of 
the week, let every one of you lay by him in 
fore, as God hath proſpered him, that there 
| be 
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be no gathering «when I come. Acts. xx. 7. 
Aud upon the firſt day of the week, when the 
the diſciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preached to them, ready to depart on the mor- 
row, and continued his ſpeech until midnight. 

That theſe proots aſſert not the thing 
expreſsly, we need not, I ſuppole, diſpute. 
Now to ſay, that becauſe Paul defired the 
Corinthians to lay ſomewhat by them in 
ſtore that day; or becauſe he broke bread, 
and continued his ſpeech until midnight ; 

therefore the firſt day of the week is come 
in place of the ſabbath, is a conſequence 
more remarkable for its ſottiſhneſs, than 
to be credited for its ſoundneſs : indeed to 
make ſo ſolemn an article of faith, as theſe 
men would have the morality of the firſt 
day of the week to be, would need a more 
poſitive and expreſs authority. The text 
doth clearly enough tell the reaſon of the 
diſciples meeting ſo frequently, and of 
Paul's preaching ſo long, becauſe he was 
ready to depart to-morrow ; it ſpeaks not 
a word of its being ſabbath. 

Their ſecond aſſertion, That the firſt day 
of the week is therefore called the Lord's day, 
is drawn yet more ſtrangely from that of 
Rev. i. 10. I was in the ſpirit on the Lord's 
day, and heard behind me a great voice, as 
of a trumpet , whereas no particular day 
of the week is mentioned: ſo for them 

to ſay, John meaned the firff day of the 
| week, 
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week, hath no pope but their own bare 
aſſertion. 

For their third aſſertion That it is to 
be continued to the end of the world, as the 
Chriſtian ſabbath, they alledge theſe ſcrip- 
tures, Exod. xx. 8. 10, 11. Remember the 
ſabbath-day to keep it holy; but the ſeventh 
day is the ſabbath of he Lord thy Gd; in 
zt thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
ſen, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor 
thy maid- ſervont, nor thy cattle, nor thy 
ſtranger which is within thy gates; for in 
fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted 
the ſeventh day; Wwherefore the Lord bleſſed 
the ſabbath-day, and hallowed it. Iſa. Ivi. 
2. 4. 6, 7. Mat. v. 17, 18. Think not that 
J am come to deſtroy the law and the prophets ; 
1 am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil ; for 
_ verily, 1 ſay unto you, till heaven and earth 
paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 
from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

If they prove any thing, they muſt 
needs prove the continuance of the ſeventh 
day, ſeeing in all the law there is no 
mention made of the firſt day of the week 
being a ſabbath, It theſe may be reckoned 
good and ſound conſequences, I know no 
abſurdities fo great, no hereſies ſo dam- 
nable, no ſuperſtitions ſo ridiculous, but 


may be cloaked with The authority of 
ſcripture. 


In 


Ty 


2 


. 


Do 2 UA Oh. - "og — 


— 


L 1451 

In their 27th chapter, and the firſt, 
ſecond, and third ſections, they ſpeak at 
large of the definition and nature of ſacra- 
ments; but in all the ſcriptures they bring, 
there is not one word of ſacraments : the 
truth is, there was a good reaſon for this 
omiſſion ; for ſuch a thing is not to be 
found in all the 'bible. For them' to al- 
ledge, that the bing fSenified is to be found 
in ſcripture (though that be alſo a begging 
of the queſtion) will not excuſe ſuch, who 
elſewhere aver, the whole counſel of Ged is 
contained in the ſcripture, to forſake and re- 
je& the tenor thereof, and ſcrape out of 
the rubbiſh of the Romiſh tradition, for 


that which is reckoned by themſelves ſo 


ſubſtantial a part of their faith. 
In their fourth ſection they aſſert two 


things; ; firſt, That there are two only ſacra- 


ments under the goſpel. Secondly, That theſe 
two are baptiſin and the ' ſupper. 

To prove which, they alledge, Mat. 
xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore” and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of - the 
Father, - and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 1 Cor. xi. 20. 23. When ye come 
together therefore into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord's ſupper : for I have received 
of. the Lord, that which. alſo ] delivered unto 
you, that the Lord Jeſus the ſame night in 
which he was betrayed, took bread, 1 Cor. 
Iv. 1. Let a man fo account of us, as of the 
eli O miniſters 
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miniſters of Chriſt, and ftewards of the 
myſteries of God, Heb. v. 4. And no man 
taketh this honour to himſelf, but he that is 
called of God, as was Aaron. 

Now granting there were ſuch: a ing 
as ſacraments, to be ſolemnly pertormed, 
all that theſe ſcriptures will prove is, that 
theſe two were appointed to be perform- 
ed; but that there are only two, or that 
theſe are they (which 1s the thing aſſerted, 
and incumbent to be proved) there is not 
the leaſt ſhadow of proof alledged; for, 
according to their own definition of a a- 
crament, in the larger catechiſm, where 
they ſay, The parts of a ſacrament are tevo; 
the one an outward and ſenſible ſign, uſed ac- 
ecrding to Chriſt's on appointment; the other, 
an inward. and ſpiritual grace thereby ſigni- 
fied : both the waſhing of one another's | 
feet, and the anointing of the ſick with 
oil, doth anſwer. to it, and many other 
things : ſo that the probation of a ſacra- 
ment at all, or of their being two, ſeven, 
yea, or ſeventy, is all alike eaſy; ſeeing 
neither name nor number is to be found 
in the ſcripture, they being the mere con- 
ceits and inventions of men. And yet it 
is marvellous to ſee, with how great con- 
fidence ſome men do aſſert the ſcripture to 
be their rule, while they build up fo con- 
ſiderable parts of their doctrine, withour 
the leaſt ſcripture foundation. 
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Thus I thought fit to pitch upon theſe - 


three, viz. the ſcriptures, ſabbaths, and ſa- 


craments, becauſe theſe be three of the 


main things for which the Quakers are 


chiefly. cried out againſt, and accuſed, as 
believing erroneouſly concerning them. 
Now what we believe concerning theſe 
things, and how agreeable our teſtimony 
herein 1s to the ſcriptures, 1s heretofore 
ſufficiently demonſtrated : alſo how little 
{cripture-proot theſe have for their con- 
trary aſſertions to us in theſe things, 
notwithſtanding their great pretences to 
ſcripture, will alſo appear to the unbiaſſed 
reader. 17 


ADVERTISEMENT TO THE REA DER. 


Norx, reader, that I have here through- 

out made uſe of the laſt common 
tranſlation of the bible; and if I would 
have made uſe of the Hebrew and Greek, 
could have produced divers other very 
clear ſcriptures, which in the commonr 
tranſlation are corrupted and perverted ; 
but I chooſed rather to do thus, that our 
oppoſers might ſee I took no advantage 
that way; and alſo, that all that can but 
read, may find the places cited in their 
own bibles. 
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AN Apology for the true Chriſtiam 
Divinity, being an Explanation and 
Vindication of the Principles and Doctrines 
of the People called Quakers, by Romi ; 
BarcLay, Price 5s: | 
A Brief Account of the Riſe and D- | 
greſs of the People called Quakers, in 
which their fundamental Principle, Doc-1 
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